
Homeland Security 
Secretary Nielsen 
has resigned 


By COLLEEN LONG and 
ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Homeland Security Sec¬ 
retary Kirstjen Nielsen re¬ 
signed on Sunday amid the 
administration's growing 
frustration and bitterness 
overthe numberof Central 
American families crossing 
the southern border, two 
people familiar with the 
decision said. 

President Donald Trump 


thanked herfor her work in 
a tweet and announced 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection Commissioner 
Kevin McAleenan would 
be taking over as acting 
head of the department. 
McAleenan is a longtime 
border official who is well- 
respected by members of 
Congress and within the 
administration. 

Continued on Rage 3 



In this Riday, Oct 26, 2018, file photo, U.S. Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen 
Nielsen, left speaks with Border Patrol agents neara newly fortified botderwall structure in Calex¬ 
ico, Calif. In a tweeton Sunday, April 7,2019, President Dona Id Trump said he's accepted Nielsen's 
resignation. 

Associated Press 
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U.S to designate Iran Revolutionary Guard a terrorist group 



In this Sept 21, 2016 file photo, Iran's Revolutionary Guard troops march in a military parade 
maridng the 36th anniversary of Iraq's 1980 invasion of Iran, in front of the shrine of late revolution¬ 
ary founder Ayatollah Khomeini, just outside Tehran, Iran. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Trump administration is pre¬ 
paring to designate Iran's 
Revolutionary Guard a 'for¬ 
eign terrorist organization," 
an unprecedented move 
against a national armed 
force that could have 
widespread implications for 
U.S. personnel and policy in 
the Middle East and else¬ 
where. 

Officials informed of the 
step said an announce¬ 
ment was expected Mon¬ 
day, aftera monthslong es¬ 
calation in the administra¬ 
tion's rhetoric against Iran, 
its support for militia groups 
in Syria, Lebanon, Iraq and 
Yemen, as well as anti-Isra¬ 
el groups in the region and 
beyond. 

It would be the first such 
designation by any Ameri¬ 
can administration of an 
entire foreign government 
entity, although portions of 
the Guard, notably its elite 
Quds Force, have been 
targeted previously by the 
United States. 

Two U.S. officials and a 
congressional aide con¬ 
firmed the planned move. 
They were not authorized 
to discuss the matter pub¬ 
licly and spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity. Iran's 
foreign minister, Moham¬ 
mad Javad Zhrif, seemed 
to anticipate the desig¬ 
nation, saying in a tweet 
Sunday aimed at President 
Donald Trump that Trump 
"should know betterthanto 
be conned into another US 
disaster." 

The designation, planning 
for which was first reported 
by the WaII Street J ouma I, 
comes with sanctions, in¬ 
cluding freezes on assets 


the Guard may have in U.S. 
jurisdictions and a ban on 
Americans doing business 
with it or providing material 
su p p o rt fo r its a c tivities. 
Although the Guard has 
broad control and influ¬ 
ence over the Iranian 
economy, such penalties 
from the U.S. may have 
limited impact. The des¬ 
ignation, however, could 
significantly complicate 
U.S. military and diplomatic 
work, notably in Iraq, where 
many Shiite militias and 
Iraqi political parties have 
close ties to the Guard. 

In Lebanon, the designa¬ 
tion could further restrict 
with whom U.S. officials 
can interact. The Guard 
has close ties to Hezbol¬ 
lah, which is part of the 


Lebanese government. 
Hezbollah is already des¬ 
ignated a foreign terror¬ 
ist organization by the U.S. 
Its presence in Lebanon's 
parliament and executive 
branch have forced the 
U.S. to avoid any contact 
with Hezbollah members 
even as the U.S. continues 
to provide assistance to 
and works with the Leba¬ 
nese army. 

Without exclusions or waiv¬ 
ers to the designation, 
U.S. troops and diplomats 
could be barred from con¬ 
tact with Iraqi or Lebanese 
authorities who interact 
with Guard officials or sur¬ 
rogates. 

The Pentagon and U.S. in¬ 
telligence agencies have 
raised concerns about the 


impact of the designation 
if the move does not allow 
contact with foreign of¬ 
ficials who may have met 
with orcommunicated with 
Guard personnel. Those 
concerns have in part dis¬ 
suaded previous admin¬ 
istrations from taking the 
step, which has been con¬ 
sidered for more than a de¬ 
cade. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether the desig¬ 
nation would include such 
carve-outs. 

In addition to those com¬ 
plications, American com¬ 
manders are concerned 
that the designation may 
prompt Iran to retaliate 
against U.S. forcesin the re¬ 
gion, and those command¬ 
ers plan to wam U.S. troops 


remaining in Iraq, Syria and 
elsewhere of that possibil¬ 
ity, according to a third U.S. 
offic ia I. This offic ia I wa s not 
authorized to discuss the 
matter publicly and spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 
Aside from Iraq, where 
some 5,200 American 
troops are stationed, and 
Syria, where some U.S. 2,000 
troops remain, the U.S. 5th 
Fleet, which operates in the 
Persian Gulf from its base in 
Bahrain, and the Al Udeid 
Air Base in Qatar, are po¬ 
tentially at risk. 

A similar warning is also 
expected from the State 
Department of possible 
Iranian retaliation against 
American interests, includ¬ 
ing embassies and consul¬ 
ates, and anti-American 
protests, the first two U.S. 
officials said. Similar alerts 
were issued at the start of 
the Iraq War in 2003 and 
more recently when the 
Trump administration an¬ 
nounced it would recog¬ 
nize Jerusalem as Israel's 
capital. 

Despite the risks, Iran hard¬ 
liners on Capitol Hill, such 
asSens Tom Cotton, R-Ark., 
and Ted Cruz, R-Texas, and 
elsewhere have long advo¬ 
cated for the designation. 
They say it will send an im¬ 
portant message to Iran as 
well asdeal ita furtherblow 
after the Trump pulled out 
of the 2015 nuclear deal 
and reimposed economic 
sanctions 

Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo and national se¬ 
curity adviser John Bolton 
have taken up the call and 
have in recent months spo¬ 
ken stridently about Iran 
and its "malign activities" in 
the region.Q 
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The decision to name an 
immigration officer to the 
post re fleets Trump's priority 
fora sprawling department 
founded to combat terror¬ 
ism following the Sept. 11 
attacks 

Though Trump aides were 
eyeing a staff shake-up at 
Homeland Security and 
had already withdrawn the 
nomination for another key 
immigration post, the de¬ 
velopment Sunday was un¬ 
expected. 

Nielsen traveled to the U.S.- 
Mexico border on Friday 
with Trump to participate 
in a roundtable with bor¬ 
der officers and local law 
enforcement. There she 
echoed Trump's comments 
on the situation at the bor¬ 
der, though she ducked 
out of the room without 
explanation for some time 
while Trump spoke. As they 
toured a section of newly 
rebuilt barriers, Nielsen was 
at Trump's side, introducing 
him to local officials. She 
returned to Washington af¬ 
terward on a Coast Guard 
Gulfstream, as Trump con¬ 
tinued on a fundraising trip 
to California and Nevada. 
But privately, she had grown 
increasingly frustrated by 
what she saw as a lack of 
support from other depart- 
mentsand increased med¬ 
dling by Trump aides, the 
people said. She went into 
a meeting with Trump at 
the White House in Sunday 
not knowing whether she'd 
be fired or would resign, 
and she ended up resign¬ 
ing, they said. 

Her resignation later, ob¬ 
tained by The Associated 
Press, had not a whiff of 
controversy unlike others 
who have left from the ad¬ 
ministration. 


"Despite our progress in re¬ 
forming homeland security 
fora new age, I have de¬ 
termined that it is the right 
time forme to step aside," 
she wrote. "I hope that the 
next secretary will have 
the support of Congress 
and the courts in fixing the 
laws which have impeded 
our ability to fully secure 
America's borders and 
which have contributed to 
discord in our nation's dis¬ 
course." 

There have been persis¬ 
tent tensions between the 
White House and Nielsen 
almost from the moment 
she became secretary, af¬ 
ter her predecessor, John 
Kelly, became the White 
House c hief of staff in 2017. 
Nielsen wasviewed as resis¬ 
tant to some of the harsh¬ 
est immigration measures 
supported by the president 
and his aides, particularly 
senior adviser Stephen Mill¬ 
er, both on matters a round 
the border and others like 
protected status for some 
refugees. Once Kelly left 
the White House last year, 
Nielsen's days appeared to 
be numbered. She had ex¬ 
pected to be pushed out 
last November, but her exit 
never materialized. And 
during the government 
shutdown over Trump's in¬ 
sistence for funding for a 
border wall, Nielsen's stock 
inside the White House 
even appeared to rise. 

But in recent weeks, as a 
new wave of migration 
has taxed resources along 
the border and as Trump 
sought to regain control 
of the issue for his 2020 re- 
election campaign, ten¬ 
sions flared anew. 

Arrests all along the south¬ 
ern border have skyrock¬ 
eted in recent months. 


Borderagentsare on track 
to make 100,000 arrests 
and denials of entry at the 
southern borderthismonth, 
overhalf of which are fami¬ 
lies with children. 

Nielsen advocated for 
strong cybersecurity de¬ 
fense and often said she 
believed the next major 
terror attack would occur 
online — not by planes or 
bombs. She was tasked 
with helping states secure 
elections following Russian 
interference during the 
2016 election. But she was 
also instrumental in ending 
the policy.Under Nielsen, 
migrants seeking asylum 
are waiting in Mexico as 
theircasesprogress.O 



In this Wednesday, March 6, 2019, file photo, U.S Customs and 
Border FYotection Commissioner Kevin Me A lee nan speaks dur¬ 
ing a hearing ofthe Senate J udiciary Committee on oveisightof 
Customs and Border Ftotection's response to the smuggling of 
peisonsatthe southern border, in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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U.S says reuniting separated families laborious process 



In this June 17, 2018 file photo provided by U.S Customs and 
Border Protection, people who've been taken into custody re¬ 
lated to cases of illegal entry into the United States, sit in one of 
the cagesata facility in McAllen, Texas. 

Associated Press 


By ELUOTSRAGAT 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — The 

Trump administration wants 
up to two years to find po¬ 
tentially thousands of chil¬ 
dren who were separated 
from their families at the 
borderbefore a judge halt¬ 
ed the practice last year, 
a task that it says is more 
laborious than previous ef¬ 
forts because the children 
are no longer in govern¬ 
ment custody. 

The Justice Department 
said in a court filing late Fri¬ 
day that it will take at least 
a year to review about 
47,000 cases of unaccom¬ 
panied children taken into 
government custody be¬ 
tween July 1, 2017 and 
June 25, 2018 — the day 
before U.S. District J udge 
Dana Sab raw halted the 
general practice of split¬ 


ting families Ihe adminis¬ 
tration would begin by sift¬ 
ing through names for traits 
most likely to signal sepa¬ 
ration — for example, chil¬ 
dren under5. 


The administration would 
provide information on sep¬ 
arated families on a rolling 
basis to the American Civil 
Liberties Union, which sued 
to reunite families and criti¬ 


cized the proposed time¬ 
line on Saturday. 

'We strongly oppose a 
plan that could take up to 
two years to locate these 
families," said Lee Gelemt, 
the ACLU's lead attorney. 
'The government needs to 
make this a priority." 

Sabraw ordered last year 
that more than 2,700 chil¬ 
dren in government care 
on J une 26, 2018 be reunit¬ 
ed with theirfamilies, which 
has largely been accom¬ 
plished. Then, in January, 
the U.S. Health and Human 
Services Department's in¬ 
ternal watchdog reported 
that thousands more chil¬ 
dren may have been sep¬ 
arated since the summer 
of 2017. The department's 
inspector general said the 
precise number was un¬ 
known. 

The judge ruled last month 
that he could hold the gov¬ 
ernment accountable for 
families that were sepa¬ 
rated before his June or- 
derand asked the govern¬ 
ment submit a proposal for 
the next steps. A hearing is 
scheduled April 16. 

Sheer volume makes the 
job different than identify¬ 
ing children who were in 
custody at the time of the 
judge's June order, Jona¬ 
than White, a commander 
of the U.S. Public Health 
Service and Health and Hu¬ 
man Services' point person 
on family reunification, said 
in an affidavit. 

White, whose work has 
drawn strong praise from 
the judge, would lead 
the effort to identify ad¬ 
ditional families on behalf 
of Health and Health and 
Human Services with coun¬ 


terparts at Customs and 
Border Protection and U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
and Enforcement. Dr. Barry 
Graubard, a statistics ex¬ 
pert at the National Can¬ 
cer Institute, developed a 
system to flag for early at¬ 
tention those most likely to 
have been separated. 

The vast majority of sepa¬ 
rated children are released 
to relatives, but many are 
not parents. Of children 
released in the 2017 fis¬ 
cal year, 49 percent went 
to parents, 41 percent to 
close relatives such as an 
aunt, uncle, grandparent 
or adult sibling and 10 per¬ 
cent to distant relatives, 
family friends and others 
The government's pro¬ 
posed model to flag still- 
separated children puts 
a higher priority on the 
roughly half who were not 
released to a parent. Oth¬ 
er signs of likely separation 
include children under 5, 
younger children travel¬ 
ing without a sibling and 
those who were detained 
in the Border Patrol's El 
Paso, Texas, sector, where 
the administration ran a 
trial program that involved 
separating nearly 300 fam- 
ily members from July to 
November2017. 

Saturday marks the anni¬ 
versary of the administra¬ 
tion's "zero tolerance" pol¬ 
icy to criminally prosecute 
every adult who enters 
the country illegally from 
Mexico. The administra¬ 
tion retreated inj une amid 
an international uproar by 
generally exempting adults 
who come with their chil¬ 
dren. The policy now ap¬ 
plies only to single adultsQ 
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Honda abortion bill would requite 
minors to obtain consent 



By ELLIS RUA 

MIAMI (AP) — Stepha¬ 
nie Loraine Pineiro was 17 
when she discovered she 
was pregnant for the sec¬ 
ond time. 

She says her parents were 
livid about her first preg¬ 
nancy a year earlier, 
though she never dared 
tell them she was raped. 
Her father took her to a 
clinic for an abortion. On 
the way home, she says, he 
threw birth control pills from 
the clinic out of the car 
window and ordered herto 
abstain. 

A year later, the circum¬ 
stances were different. She 
said she became pregnant 
afterhaving sexwith a boy¬ 
friend, and was afraid her 
parents would force her 
to continue an unwanted 
pregnancy if she told them. 
She sought but wasdenied 
emergency contraception 
from a pharmacy. 

"I felt like I was being forced 
into parenthood," she said. 
She still had options for an 
abortion, but situations like 
hers might become more 
difficult under several bills 
before the Florida Legis¬ 
lature that could restrict 
access to the procedure, 
including a measure to re¬ 
quire minors to get consent 
from a guardian before ter¬ 
minating a pregnancy. 
Sensing a shift in the U.S. 
Supreme Court, conserva¬ 
tive lawmakers across the 
country have introduced 
hundreds of anti-abortion 
measures into state legis¬ 
latures this year that could 
spark challenges that 
eventually may prompt the 
top court to revisit Roe v. 
Wade. More than half of 
U.S. states require consent 
from at least one parent or 
legal guardian fora minor 
to obtain an abortion, ac¬ 
cording to the Guttmacher 
Institute, which supports 
abortion rights 
Florida, a state that pro¬ 
vided 1,472 abortions to 
minors in 2017, is one of the 
few states that require a 
parent or guardian to be 
informed 48 hours before 
the procedure in person, 
over the phone, or within 


72 hours by certified mail. 
Many clinics allow parents 
to sign a notification waiv¬ 
er in order to bypass the 
mandatory waiting periods 
before a procedure is per¬ 
formed. 

A bill proposed by Vero 
Beach Republican Rep. 
Erin Grail would flip Flori¬ 
da's status as a notifica¬ 
tion state to a consent 
state, where legal guard¬ 
ians have deciding power 
over an abortion. It would 
require physiciansto obtain 
notarized written consent 
and government-issued 
proof of identification from 
a parent or legal guardian 
before any procedure. 

Grail said in a House Com¬ 
mittee meeting that she 
suspects ma ny pa rents a re 
left in the dark about their 
children's decision to have 
an abortion, and that they 
need to be involved. 

"It is my belief that paren¬ 
tal notification does not go 
farenough. Itdoesnotgive 
parents the opportunity to 
weigh in the decision that 
child is making," Grail said. 
"I believe that parents 
have a fundamental right 
in the upbringing of their 
children," Grail said. "This 
really seeks to put the focus 
back on the family in such 
an important decision — a 
decision that cannot be 
undone." 

Recently, a House Health 
Quality Subcommittee and 
J udiciary Committee voted 


in favorofthe measure.Ihe 
bill is slated to come be¬ 
fore a Senate Health Policy 
Committee on Monday. 
Although a similar law was 
deemed unconstitutional 
by the Florida Supreme 
Court in 1989, Republican 
Gov. Ron DeSantis has a Iso 
publicly voiced support for 
the bill. 

DeSantis, when asked 
about the measure at an 
event last month in Miami, 
called the measure a mat- 
terof "common sense". 

"If you're a minor and you 
have to get consent to 
do almost anything else, 
to me, that's very reason¬ 
able," DeSantis said. 

More than 60% of minors 
in notification states dis¬ 
cussed their decision to 
have an abortion with their 
parents, according to a 
Guttmacher Institute study. 
Dr. Sarah Stumbar, a phy¬ 
sician who works with pre¬ 
dominately low-income 
families in Miami, said she 
is concerned about the 
percentage of minors who 
don't notify their pa rents, 
"lhat's due to their home 
situation," said Stumbar, 
who opposes the bill. 
"Ihey're concerned about 
physical violence, emotion¬ 
al violence, sexual abuse .. 

. about getting kicked out 
the house and becoming 
homeless." 

Florida law provides an al¬ 
ternative for minors who 
want to keep their parents 


out of the loop in the form 
of a judicial bypass, a hear¬ 
ing in which a judge de¬ 
cides if it's in the best inter¬ 
est of the minorto not have 
their parents involved. The 
judge also determines if a 
minor is mature enough to 
make such a decision. 

In 2018, Florida minors filed 
193 petitions, 182 of which 
were granted, per state re¬ 
cords In 2017, judges ap¬ 
proved nearly 92% of peti¬ 
tions. 

Loraine Pineiro learned 
about the judicial bypass 
when she was desperate, 
researching methods to in¬ 
duce a miscarriage. A law¬ 
yer took on her case and 
they won. 

Without a ruling in her fa¬ 
vor, her parents would 
have been notified ahead 
of the abortion, and un- 
der Grail's bill theirconsent 
would have been required. 
Now 27, Loraine Pineiro 
works as a social worker 
and advocate for repro¬ 
ductive rights in Orlando. 
She said judicial bypass in¬ 
formation is notoriously dif¬ 
ficult to find, leaving many 
minorsunaware oftheirop- 
tions. "There'sno consensus 
across the state on where 
to go and what to do," she 
said. 

The Associated Pressgener- 
a lly does not identify those 
who say they've been sex¬ 
ually assaulted, but Loraine 
Pineiro tells her story pub¬ 
lic ly asan advocateO 
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Saying puts foe us on ride-hailing safety, fake driveis 


CHICAGO (AP) — When¬ 
ever Rachel Orden calls for 
an Uber, the 20-year-old 
Michigan State University 
sophomore immediately 
walks to the backofthe ve¬ 
hicle to check the license 
plate number, then opens 
the door and waits for the 
driver to say her name be¬ 
fore getting in. 

Even then, she devises a 
backup plan in case she 
feels uncomfortable. 

"How could Igetout? Could 
I unlockthe door? Who do I 
have on speed dial? Could 
I jump out safely if I needed 
to? All that goes through 
my mind," said Orden, of 
Naples, Florida, who uses 
the ride-hailing service 
about once a week, usual¬ 
ly when going out at night. 
She said the March 29 slay¬ 
ing of University of South 
Carolina student Saman¬ 
tha J osephson, who mistak¬ 
enly got into a vehicle she 
thought was her Uber ride, 
has made her even more 
cautious 

It also has prompted law 
enforcement agencies 
and ride-hailing compa¬ 
nies to intensify efforts to 
wam passengers against 
getting in without checking 
to ensure both the vehicle 
and driver are legitimate. 
Although no official tal¬ 
lies exist, there have been 
several high-profile cases 
involving would-be robbers 
and assailants posing as 
ride-hailing drivers — often 
at bars. Police in South Car¬ 
olina have not said if that 
was what the driver did in 
J osephson'sease. 

'You do have individuals 
who are predatory and 
roving around looking for 
potential victims," said Chi¬ 
cago Police Department 
spokesman Anthony Gug- 
lielmi, adding that fraud¬ 
ulent drivers are drawn 
to bars because people 
might be drunk and not 
paying attention. 



Inthisjan. 12, 2016, file photo, a ride share car displays Lylt and Uber Stic keis on its front wind¬ 
shield in downtown Los Angeles 

Associated Press 


A Chicago-area man was 
charged with raping four 
women he picked up at 
barsafterposing asan Uber 
driverin 2017. He picked up 
a fifth woman in a taxi, au¬ 
thorities said. Musaab Afun- 
dihaspleaded notguiltyto 
sexual assault and his case 
is ongoing, CBS2 Chicago 
reported. 

In South Carolina, J oseph¬ 
son, 21, had ordered an 
Uberaround 1:30a.m. after 
reportedly becoming sep¬ 
arated from friends follow¬ 
ing an evening out at Co¬ 
lumbia bars. She mistakenly 
got into a car driven by 
24-year-old Nathaniel Da¬ 
vid Rowland, according to 
authorities, who allege he 


used the childproof locks in 
his car to imprison J oseph¬ 
son before killing her and 
dumping her body about 
65 miles (105 kilometers) 
from Columbia. Herfuneral 
was held Saturday in New 
J ersey, where she grew up. 
Rowland is charged with 
kidnapping and murder. 
"Then on Wednesday, a 
34-year-old man was ar¬ 
rested on suspicion of rap¬ 
ing a woman who got into 
his car after leaving a Seat¬ 
tle baron Dec. 16. The King 
County Sheriff's Office said 
the man led her to believe 
he was her driver before 
pulling the car over and 
raping her. A judge found 
probable cause to hold 


the man on investigation of 
third-degree rape. 

And a man from Stamford, 
Connecticut, was charged 
last month with raping and 
kidnapping two women 
whom he'd picked up at 
bars in December, the 
Greenwich Time reported. 
'There is no more danger¬ 
ous place to be than in a 
locked car traveling with 
a stranger," said Bryant 
Greening, a Chicago attor¬ 
ney who specializes in rep¬ 
resenting ride-hailing driv¬ 
ers and passengers. 'You 
have to be aware of your 
surroundingsand think how 
you would react if the situ¬ 
ation turns sour... you have 
to listen to your instincts." 


It's not just women who a re 
at risk from fake ride-hailing 
drivers, he said. Men also 
have been robbed after 
getting into the wrong car. 
'There is no discrimination 
by predators," he said. 
Greening urged Uber and 
Lyftto do more to educate 
customers and to come 
up with technological solu¬ 
tions. Also, in the wake of 
Josephson's death, a bill 
has been introduced in the 
South Carolina legislature 
to require Uber and Lyft 
drivers to have illuminated 
signs. 

Uber said in a written state¬ 
ment that in coming weeks 
it will launch a social me¬ 
dia campaign, buy ads in 
college newspapers and 
begin sending push noti¬ 
fications during pickup to 
remind passengers about 
safety steps. It also said it 
has worked since 2017 with 
law enforcement and col¬ 
leges to "educate the pub¬ 
lic about how to avoid fake 
rideshare drivers," includ¬ 
ing by checking a driver's 
photo and vehicle descrip¬ 
tion against what was sent 
when a trip is requested. 
Lyft said it also provides 
photos of the driver and 
information a bout the vehi¬ 
cle, and some Lyft vehicles 
have a display on dash¬ 
boards that changes color 
to match the passengers' 
app to help them identify 
theirride. "We ... are always 
exploring new, innovative 
ways to improve the ex¬ 
perience for all users, and 
most importantly, to keep 
our community safe," the 
company said. 

Orden, the Michigan State 
University student, said the 
recent assaults have made 
her more nervous even 
though she's already cau¬ 
tious. 

"But I feel like in a way that's 
a good thing," she said. 
"Now I will take even more 

precautions.'0 
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2 South Carolina men charged with killing, burying women 


SPA RIAN BURG, SC. (AP) — 

Two South Carolina men 
have been changed with 
murder after sheriff's depu¬ 
ties found two bodies bur¬ 
ied at a house just outside 
Spartanburg, authorities 
said. 

The amestscame afterone 
of the suspects shot himself 
in the head in front of dep¬ 
uties, survived, and subse¬ 
quently told deputies he'd 


witnessed the other man kill 
his girlfriend. 

Arrested Saturday were 
39-year-old Jonathan Gal- 
liganand 41-year-old Chris¬ 
tian Daniel Huriburt, local 
news outlets report. 
Deputiessay thaton Friday, 
they found buried the bod¬ 
ies of 27-year-old Christin 
Renee Bunner of Spartan¬ 
burg and 40-year-old Melis¬ 
sa Fairlee Rhymerof Mount- 



The 150-year-old heart of St John Vianney is displayed at St 
F^trick's Cathedral in New York. Saturday, April 6, 2019. The 
150-year-old heart of St John Vianney is displayed at St Pat¬ 
rick's Cathedral in New Yoik. Saturday, April 6, 2019. 

Associated ness 

French priests 150- 
year-old heart being 


venerated 

By VERENA DOBNIK 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ihe 

150-year-old heart of a 
French priest is on a U.S. 
tour — a Roman Catholic 
relic with New York City as 
its latest stop. 

It was on display Saturday 
at St. Patrick's Cathedra I on 
Fifth Avenue, where both 
the faithful and the curious 
lined up to see the human 
organ behind glass. Ihe 
Knights of Columbus fra¬ 
ternity is sponsoring the pil¬ 
grimage ofthis heart, which 
hasbeen to 28statesso far, 
with more coming up. 
Cardinal Timothy Dolan, 
the archbishop of New 
York, is to lead a Sunday 
procession venerating the 
heart of Saint John Vian¬ 
ney, who wasa priest in the 


in NYC 

southern French town of 
Ars, outside Lyon. He lived 
during the French Revolu¬ 
tion, helping to hide priests 
on the run. 

The tradition of preserving 
the body parts of saintly 
Catholicsgoesbackto the 
Middle Ages in Italy. When 
St. Catherine of Siena died 
in Rome, her hometown of 
Siena wanted her remains 
But they didn't want to get 
c a ug ht ma king off with the 
whole body, and decided 
to take just her head. 
Vianney is considered 
the patron saint of parish 
priests, famed for hear¬ 
ing confessions for endless 
hours with an ear so un¬ 
derstanding that he drew 
Catholics from all around 
EuropeO 


ville. Galligan is charged 
with Bunner's death, while 
Huriburt is charged with kill¬ 
ing Rhymer. Both men are 
jailed without bail following 
a Saturday hearing. It's un¬ 
clear if they have lawyers 
who could comment for 
them. Officers were called 
to a local towing service 
Wednesday concerning 
a disturbance. Huriburt, 
who lives on the property, 


wouldn't follow deputies' 
commands, took out a 
gun and shot himself in the 
head. Wounded, he called 
deputiesto his hospital bed 
Thursday and told them 
about Bunner's death, say¬ 
ing he helped bury the 
woman in the yard at Gal- 
ligan's house. Huriburt later 
confessed that he'd killed 
a second woman and bur¬ 
ied heratthe house, where 


G a lliga n lived at one time. 
Deputies couldn't find the 
bodies Thursday, but re¬ 
turned with cadaver dogs 
Friday. Authorities said 
the remains were found in 
graves that began about 
18 inches (46 centimeters) 
below the ground. 

'The dogs indicated in two 
areas," said Spartanburg 
County Coroner Rusty 
Clevenger.Q 
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UK holds out hope for Biexit compromise by Riday deadline 


By SYLVIA HUI 

LONDON (AP) - C noss-pa r- 
ty talks to jumpstart plans 
for Bnexit are expected to 
resume before the U.K.'s 
Friday deadline for leaving 
the European Union, and 
the opposition LabourParty 
is hopeful the country's po¬ 
litical impasse can be re¬ 
solved, a party negotiator 
said Sunday. 

British Prime Minister There¬ 
sa May reluctantly reached 
out to Labour lawmakers 
Tuesday after Parliament 
voted down her divorce 
deal with the EU for the 
third time. The move infuri¬ 
ated pro-Brexit lawmakers 
in her Conservative Party, 
and three days of bargain¬ 
ing with the opposition 
didn't yield a compromise 
agreement. 

While LabourleaderJ eremy 
Corbyn faulted the govern¬ 
ment, saying it showed no 
willingness to budge from 



In this Match 29, 2019, file photo, Pro-Brexit leave the European Uhion supporters wave flags in 
Ra ilia merit Square atthe end of the final leg of the "Match to Leave" in London. 

Associated Press 


its previous Brexit positions, Rebecca Long-Bailey held talks a re expected. 

Labour business minister out hope and said further The discussions' "overall 


mood isquitea positive and 
hopeful one" despite the 
government's "disappoint¬ 
ing "failure to shift its stance 
on several issues, she said. 
'The sad thing is at the mo¬ 
ment, we haven't seen 
overall any real changesto 
the deal, but we are hope¬ 
ful that will change in com¬ 
ing days, and we are willing 
to continue the talks as we 
know the government a re," 
Long-Bailey told the BBC. 
'We are currently wait¬ 
ing for the government to 
come back to us now to 
state whetherthey are pre¬ 
pared to move on any of 
their red lines," she added. 
May acknowledged Sat¬ 
urday that the govern¬ 
ment had failed to get the 
withdrawal deal she struck 
with the EU through Parlia¬ 
ment despite her best ef¬ 
forts and 'there is no sign it 
can be passed in the near 
future.'O 


Oman FM: Palestinians must roassuro Israel its not in peril 


King Abdullah II of Jordan addresses the audience atthe World 
Economic Forum at Dead Sea, J ordan on Saturday, April 6,2019. 

Associated Press 


By OMARAKOUR 
Associated Press 
DEAD SEA, Jordan (AP) — 

Oman's foreign minister 
urged Palestinians on Sat- 
urdayto reassure Israelthat 


it is not under threat in the 
Middle East, drawing a rare 
public rebuke from his Jor¬ 
danian counterpart. 
Oman's Yusuf bin Alawi 
and Jordan's Ayman Sa- 


fadi shared the stage at a 
regional gathering of the 
World Economic Forum, 
held on J ordan's shores of 
the Dead Sea. 

Bin Alawi spoke at a time 
of warming ties between 
Israeland several Gulf Arab 
states, as part of an unoffi¬ 
cial a Ilia nee a gainst Iranian 
influence in the region. 

The Omani minister said 
that Palestinians "should 
help Israel to get away 
from" what he said was its 
mistaken sense of being 
threatened. 

Safadi responded sharply, 
to applause from the audi¬ 
ence. 

"I beg to differon a number 
of issues," said Safadi. He 
noted that in 2002, as part 


of the Arab Peace Initiative, 
scores of Arab and Muslim 
countries offered Israel rec¬ 
ognition in exchange fora 
withdrawal from occupied 
lands sought for a Palestin¬ 
ian state. 

Safadi said the problem is 
whether Israeli occupation 
"isgoing to end." 

Lebanon's defense minis¬ 
ter and Bahrain's foreign 
minister were also present 
on stage during the ex¬ 
change. 

The recent rapprochement 
between Israel and several 
Gulf states has been fueled 
by deepening rivalries be¬ 
tween regional camps, led 
by Saudi Arabia and Iran, 
respectively. The Trump 
administration's hard anti- 


Iran line has contributed to 
growing regional tensions. 

In October, Israeli Prime 
minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu made a surprise visit 
to Oman and Israeli offi¬ 
cials visited the United Arab 
Emirates in recent months. 
Meanwhile, the Palestin¬ 
ians feel increasingly side¬ 
lined, fearing Israel, Gulf 
states and the U.S. plan to 
strike a deal behind their 
backs about the future of 
war-won lands they seek 
fora future state. 

J ordan, which hasa peace 
treaty with Israel, considers 
itself a strong advocate 
for Palestinian political de¬ 
mands A majority of the 
kingdom's citizens are of 
Palestinian originO 
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Australian election on May 18 appeals likely 



In this Feb. 13, 2019, file photo, Australian Ftime Minister Scott 
Morrison addresses the media at Parliament Ho use in Canbena. 

Associated Press 


By ROD Me GUI RK 
Associated ness 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 

— May 18 appears the 
most likely date for Austra¬ 
lia's next election at which 
the conservative govern¬ 
ment faces an uphill battle 
to win a third three-year 
term. 

Government sources have 
told media that Prime Min¬ 
ister Scott Morrison will not 
call an election on Sunday, 
which had been widely an¬ 
ticipated. 

Sunday was the most likely 
choice if Morrison were 
to opt for the first of three 
dates available to him 

— May 11, May 18 and 
May 25. While many com¬ 
mentators had previously 
thought May 11 the most 
likely election date, May 
18 would give the ruling 
coalition another week to 
use government money to 
advertise its policies and 
achievements. 

Once an election iscalied, 
the coalition becomes a 
caretakergovemment and 


would need the approval 
of the center-left Labor 
Party opposition if taxpay¬ 
ers were to continue fund¬ 
ing of what are described 
asgovemmentpublic infor¬ 
mation campaigns. 

Morrison on Sunday de¬ 
fended his government's 
spending and accused 
Laborof using government 
coffers to pay for its own 
advertising while it was a 
caretaker administration 
ahead of its defeat in the 
2013 election. 

He gave no clue on Sun¬ 
day to the election date. 
'The election will be called 
in April and the election will 
be held in May," Morrison 
told reporters in his home¬ 
town Sydney. 

'We're not doing this with 
any haste and we're not 
doing it with any delay," he 
added. 

The government has been 
trailing Labor in opinion 
polls for most of the last 
three years since it sc raped 
back into power with a 
single-seat majority at an 


election that cost it 14 
seats. The ruling coalition 
has since lost another two 
seats in the 150-seat House 
of Representatives and 
now has only 74 lawmak¬ 
ers in the chamber where 
parties form government. 
Labor has 69 lawmakers 
and the remainder are mi¬ 
nor parties or independent 


legislators. 

Prime ministers traditionally 
call electionson a Sunday. 
The campaigns last at least 
33 days and officially start 
a few daysafterthe date is 
announced. 

Monday is the last day that 
Morrison can call a May 
11 election. But doing that 
would mean senators who 


had flown to the Austra¬ 
lian capital Canberra for 
committee hearings start¬ 
ing Monday would be sent 
home that day. 

The Australian Electoral 
Commission website says 
May 18 is the last possible 
date for the election be¬ 
cause counting votes can 
take six weeks and must be 
finalized by June 30. The 
government would have 
to invest in more commis¬ 
sion resourcesto cope with 
a tighter deadline created 
by a May 25 election. 

But Morrison said on Sun¬ 
day that May 25 remained 
an option. 

Prime ministers usually keep 
their choices of election 
dates a tightly guarded se¬ 
cretin an effort to put the 
opposition at a tactical 
disadvantage. Opposition 
leader Bill Shorten told re¬ 
porters Morrison wasdelay- 
ing the election because 
'this government wants to 
spend tens of millions of 
dollars on TV advertising to 
pump up theirown tires.'0 


Turkish ruling party seeks total recount of Istanbul votes 


Associated ness 
ANKARA, Tuikey (AP) — Tur¬ 
key's ruling party said Sun¬ 
day it will appeal for a full 
recount of all votes cast in 
Istanbul's mayoral election, 
which the opposition nar¬ 
rowly won in a major set¬ 
back for President Recep 
Erdogan. 

The opposition's mayoral 
candidate urged the ruling 
party to accept defeat. 

In the March 31 local elec¬ 
tions, the opposition not 
only prevailed in a tight 


race in Istanbul, a city of 
15 million residents that is 
Turkey's financial and cul¬ 
tural center, but took con¬ 
trol of Ankara, the capital. 
Erdogan's party, which 
had held both cities for de¬ 
cades, contested the re¬ 
sults, claiming the elections 
were 'tainted." 

The ruling Justice and De¬ 
velopment Party, or AKP, 
won the right fora recount 
of votes that were previ¬ 
ously deemed invalid. 

But on Sunday, Ali Ihsan 


Yavuz, a deputy chairman, 
said the party would ap¬ 
peal to the country's top 
election authority fora to¬ 
tal recount of votes in 38 
districts in Istanbul, not just 
of ballots that were can¬ 
celed. 

The party made the move 
after the opposition can¬ 
didate's lead narrowed to 
16,380 votes after some 
80% of the invalidated bal¬ 
lots were reassessed in the 
partial recount. 

The opposition Republican 


People's Party maintains 
that it looks increasingly un¬ 
likely that the invalidated 
ballots will swing the result 
in Istanbul in favor of the 
ruling party. 

Ekrem Imamoglu, the op¬ 
position party candidate, 
urged the AKP to concede. 
"I understand that it is not 
easy to lose (Istanbul) af¬ 
terruling it for 25 years, but 
this is what democracy is 
about," Imamoglu said. "It's 
notthe end ofthe world." 
imamoglu also asked the 


Supreme Electoral Board 
to assume its "historic duty" 
and avoid decisions that 
would lead to suspicions of 
"double standards" in favor 
of Erdogan's party. 

Yavuz insisted Sunday that 
the elections were marred 
by "organized irregularities" 
The electoral authority is 
expected to rule on the 
request for a full recount 
in the coming days before 
confirming the final results 
ofthe elections at the end 
ofthe week.Q 
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Fighting in northwestern Syria strains truce, kills 13 



Ibis photo provided by the Syrian Civil Defense VUhHe Helmets, 
which has been authenticated based on its contents and other 
AP reporting, shows a civil defense woiker helps a child alter 
shelling at a street in Naiiab town, in the eastern province of 
Idlib, Syria, Sunday, April 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SARAH ELDEEB 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian gov¬ 
ernment forces and insur¬ 
gents exchanged a bar¬ 
rage of rockets on Sunday 
in the country's northwest 
that killed at least 13 peo¬ 
ple and hit a government- 
run hospital, activists and 
government media report¬ 
ed. 

Ihe violence strained a 
fragile months-old truce 
negotiated between Rus¬ 
sia and Turkey that averted 
a government offensive 
on Idlib and surrounding 
areas, the last major rebel 
stronghold in the country. 
"The region is home to some 
3 million people, including 
many displaced from other 
battles in the c ivil wa r. 

The head of the local hos¬ 
pital in government-held 
Massyafsaid insurgent shell¬ 


ing killed a rescue worker 
and fourotherpeople. Ma¬ 
her Younis told the state- 
run Ikhbariya "IV that five 
children who were arriving 


at the hospital and two 
dentistswere wounded. 
One of the wounded told 
Ikhbariya from her hospital 
bed that the missile landed 


when she and her mother 
were arriving to do some 
medical tests. 

"We only felt a big bang. I 
was wounded in my hand 
and my mom in her leg," 
she said, without giving her 
name. 

Hospitals and civilian infra¬ 
structure have frequently 
come under fire over the 
course of the eight-year 
civil war, and rights groups 
say government forces 
have targeted medical 
facilities on several occa¬ 
sions Ihe government de¬ 
nies targeting such facili¬ 
ties and says the rebels use 
them for military purposes 
Ihe rebelsdo not have pre¬ 
cision missiles, and mainly 
rely on homemade or out¬ 
dated arms. 

Ihe U.N. says close to half 
of all hospitals and primary 


hea Ith c a re fa c ilities in Syria 
are either partially func¬ 
tional or not functional due 
to damage inflicted by the 
war in the last eight years 
Ihe insurgent fire came 
amid heightened tensions 
following days of govern¬ 
ment fire on villages and 
towns on the edge of the 
enclave. 

Opposition-allied first re¬ 
sponders known as the 
White Helmets said govern¬ 
ment shelling killed at least 
eight people, including 
one child, in Saraqeb and 
Nairab towns in eastern 
Idlib. The Syrian Observa¬ 
tory for Human Rights put 
the death toll at nine. The 
activist-run Shaam news 
agency said the shelling in 
Saraqeb hit civilians who 
were visiting a local gov¬ 
ernment office. □ 
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Acl ivists: 5 killed in protests against 
Sudan's president 



Sudanese protesters gather near the military headquarters, Sun¬ 
day, April 7, 2019, in the capital Khartoum, Sudan. 

Associated Press 


By SAMYMAGDY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Security 
forces killed at least five 
protesters in fresh anti- 
govemment marches on 
Saturday in Sudan, in what 
organizers said was among 
the la rgest turnouts in three 


months. 

"Ihe demonstrations began 
in December over price 
hikes and food shortages, 
and quickly escalated into 
calls for President Omaral- 
Bashifs resignation, posing 
one of the biggest chal¬ 
lenges yet to his nearly 30- 


year rule. 

Security forces have re¬ 
sponded to the protest 
movement with a fierce 
crackdown, killing at least 
60 people according 
to Physicians for Human 
Rights, a New York-based 
rights group. The latest 
deaths raised the tally to at 
least 65 since protests be¬ 
gan. The government has 
said that 32 people have 
been killed, but hasn't up¬ 
dated its tally in weeks 
The rallies a re being led by 
the Sudanese Professionals 
Association, an umbrella 
group of independent pro¬ 
fessional unions 
Sarah Abdel-J aleel, a 
spokeswoman for the SPA, 
told "The Associated Press 
thatfourpeople were killed 
in the capital city of Khar¬ 
toum and anotherprotester 
was killed in the neighbor¬ 
ing city of Omdurman.Q 
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25 years after genocide, Rwanda has a new light; says leader 



Rwanda's Resident Raul Kagame, center-left First Lady Jeannette Kagame, center, and son Ivan 
Cyomoro Kagame, right prepare to lay a wreath atthe Kigali Genocide Memorial in Kigali, Rwan¬ 
da Sunday, April 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 


KIGALI, Rwanda (AP) 

twenty five years after the 
start of its genocide, in 
which some 800,000 peo¬ 
ple were killed, Rwanda is 
rebuilding with hope and 
shines with a new light, said 
President Paul Kagame. 
Speaking at commemo¬ 
ration services Sunday, 
Kagame said that Rwan¬ 
dans would never tum 
against each otheragain. 
"Ourbodiesand mindsbear 
amputations and scars, but 
none of us is alone," said 
Kagame at the ceremony 
attended by several heads 
of state. 'We Rwandans 
have granted ourselves a 
new beginning. We exist in 
a state of permanent com¬ 
memoration, every day, in 
allthatwe do ...Today, light 
radiatesfrom thisplace." 
Earlier in the day, Kagame 
and his wife laid wreaths 
and lit a flame atthe mass 
burial ground of 250,000 
victims at the Kigali Geno¬ 
cide Memorial Center in 
the capital, Kigali. 

Those attending the cere¬ 
monies included the lead¬ 
ers of Chad, Republic of 
the Congo, Djibouti, Niger, 
Belgium, Canada, Ethiopia, 
aswell asthe African Union 


and the European Union. 
Tam moved beyond words 
at this memorial to trag¬ 
edy," said Jean-Claude 
Juncker, president of the 
European Commission. 
'Time can never erase the 
darkest hours in our history. 
It isourdutyto remember." 
Songs, poems and plays 
about the rebirth of Rwan¬ 


da after the genocide the 
new nation were later per¬ 
formed at the Kigali con¬ 
vention center. 

Belgian Prime Minister 
Charles Michel said 'the 
duty of remembrance must 
be a sacred requirement." 
Belgian peacekeepers 
were among those killed in 
Rwanda during the geno¬ 


cide. 

Ethiopian Prime Minister 
expressed solidarity with 
Rwandans and said un¬ 
der Kagame's leadership, 
seeds of unity and never 
again had been sowed. 
There will be a procession 
throughthe capitalto Kiga¬ 
li's National Stadium where 
a re ma ny a s 30,000 a re ex¬ 


pected to participate in an 
evening candlelight cer¬ 
emony. 

'Twenty-five years ago, 
Rwanda fell into a deep 
ditch due to bad leader¬ 
ship, today, we are a coun¬ 
try of hope and a nation 
elevated," Agnes Mutam- 
ba, 25, a teacherwho was 
bom during the genocide 
told The Associated Press in 
Kigali. 

'Today, the government 
has united all Rwanda ns as 
one people with the same 
culture and history and is 
speeding up economic 
transformation," said Oliver 
Nduhungihere, Rwanda's 
state foreign affairs minis¬ 
ter. 

The mass killing of Rwanda's 
Tutsi minority was ignited on 
April 6,1994, when a plane 
carrying President Juve¬ 
nal Habyarimana was shot 
down and crashed in Kiga¬ 
li, killing the leaderwho, like 
the majority of Rwandans, 
was an ethnic Hutu. 

The Tutsi minority was 
blamed for downing the 
plane and the bands of 
Hutu extremists began 
slaughtering the Tutsi, with 
support from the army, po¬ 
lice, and militia&□ 


Maldives leader's party dec la res sweeping election victory 


MALE, Maldives (AP) — 

Maldives President Ibrahim 
Mohamed Solih's party de¬ 
clared a sweeping parlia¬ 
mentary election victory 
Sunday that could give 
him a free hand in effortsto 
restore political freedoms 
and tackle corruption. 
Local media reports said 
Solih's Maldivian Demo¬ 
cratic Party was leading in 
60 of the 87 seats in parlia¬ 
ment following Saturday's 
vote. Official results were 
expected late Sunday, but 
there was no announce¬ 
ment yet. 


It could be the first time a 
single party wins a major¬ 
ity in parliament since the 
Indian Ocean archipelago 
nation became a multipar¬ 
ty democracy in 2008 after 
decades of autocratic rule. 
Afshan Latheef, the cam¬ 
paign spokeswoman for 
Solih's party, told The As¬ 
sociated Press that it was 
a "resounding victory" that 
"undoubtedly reflected 
the people's desire for re¬ 
form and implementation 
of policies outlined in the 
president and govern¬ 
ment's manifesto." 


As his party began cel¬ 
ebrating after the vote 
counting started Saturday 
night, Solih said the people 
should not forget "the im¬ 
mense challenges that lie 
ahead of us" 'The work to 
strengthen our democratic 
institutions, to deliver basic 
services for citizens, to our 
promise of bringing cor¬ 
ruption, past and present, 
to book and ending impu¬ 
nity starts now," he said in 
a statement Sunday. "I look 
forward to working with all 
of you to realize our prom- 
isesto the people.'□ 



Madivian women cast their votes in Male, Maldives, Saturday, 
April 6, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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In possible first; Cuba allows march by animal activists 



Fetowneis march against animal crnefty in Havana, Cuba, Sunday, April 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MIC HAEL WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Mone tha n 
400 animal-lovers peace¬ 
fully marched more than 
a mile through Havana on 
Sunday, shouting slogans 
and waving signs calling for 
an end to animal cruelty in 
Cuba. 

Short, seemingly simple, the 
march wrote a small but 
significant line in the history 
of modem Cuba, "fhe so¬ 
cialist government had ex¬ 
plicitly permitted a public 
march unassociated with 
any part of the all-encom¬ 
passing Communist state, 
a move that participants 
and historians call highly 
unusual and perhaps un¬ 
precedented since the first 
years of the revolution. 

"I think it's very intelligent 
that they approved the 
demonstration, or, rather, 
march," said singer Silvio 
Rodriguez, an establish¬ 
ment figure who has criti¬ 
cized official cultural rigid¬ 
ity and who participated in 
the event. "It makes us feel 
optimistic. Now we have 
to see if the same thing will 
happen with othercauses" 
There is no indication Cuba 
is moving toward unfet¬ 
tered freedom of assem¬ 
bly: The state still clamps 
down on unapproved po¬ 
litical speech with swift and 
massive police mobiliza¬ 
tions, waves of arrests and 
temporary detentions So 
a march by independent 
civil society groups seek¬ 
ing government action 
was a remarkable sight in 
a country where, for nearly 
60 years, virtually every as¬ 
pect of life was part of a 
single chain of command 
ending in a supreme leader 
named Castro. 

"It's unprecedented," said 
Alberto Gonzalez, an or¬ 
ganizer of the march and 
publisher of The Ark, an on¬ 
line Cuban animal-lovers 
magazine. 'This is going to 
mark a before and an af¬ 
ter." 

Since shortly after its foun¬ 
dation, the Cuban Com¬ 
munist government has 
only permitted the ex¬ 
istence of what it calls 
"legitimate civil society" 
— groups overseen, spon¬ 
sored and managed by 
the state and Communist 


Party. Those groups are fix¬ 
tures in the mass marches 
and gatherings organized 
by the state on public holi¬ 
days On the other end of 
the spectrum are dissident 
groups, often with close ties 
to anti-Castro forces in Mi¬ 
ami who want to overthrow 
the socialist government 
and reinstall a capitalist 
system with close ties to 
Washington. Their attempts 
at street protests and other 
forms of organizing are al¬ 
most instantly quashed by 
state security. 

The animal-rights march 
wasmonitored bywhatap- 
peared to at least a cou¬ 
ple of dozen plain-clothes 
state security agents, who 
watched participants 
closely but did not inter¬ 
fere. Gonzalez said security 
officials had asked him to 
steer the march from the 
main thoroughfare where 
it had been authorized to 
a smallerside street in order 
to avoid traffic. 

It was covered by virtu¬ 
ally all major international 
media based in Havana, 
but did not appear to be 
covered by most state-run 
media, a fact that Rodri¬ 
guez, the legendary singer, 
called a lost opportunity. 


"It's a shame that after the 
march was approved, the 
national press hasn't cov¬ 
ered it,"he said. "It'ssad." 

In the year since Raul Cas¬ 
tro handed the presidency 
to longtime party techno¬ 
crat Miguel Diaz-Canel in 
April 2018, churches, civil 
society groups and loose 
associations of like-minded 
acquaintances have been 
using the growing avail¬ 
ability of internet in Cuba 
to organize for various 
causes, and the state has 
been ceding them a small 
degree of freedom to op¬ 
erate. 

Artists pushed back suc¬ 
cessfully against a new law 
regulating artistic expres¬ 
sion. Evangelical churches 
prodded the government 
to rescind a proposal to le¬ 
galize gay marriage. Thou¬ 
sands organized online to 
get private aid to victims 
of a tornado in Havana 
in January. Biologist Ariel 
Ruiz Urquiola was freed 
from prison after an on¬ 
line campaign by a wide 
range of Cubans against 
his one-year sentence 
for "disrespecting a forest 
ranger" during a broader 
campaign against illegal 
logging and other environ¬ 


mental violations in western 
Cuba. 

"It's part of a trend toward 
recognizing civil society, in 
a tacit manner, sometimes 
a timid one, but one that's 
growing, little by little," said 
Yassel Padron Kunakbae- 
va, a blogger and intellec¬ 
tual who describeshim asa 
M a rxist re vo lutio na ry. 

A 10-year-old private group 
known as Forest Guard¬ 
ians regularly organizes 
tree plantings and clean¬ 
ups of rivers that cross the 
city of Havana, said orga¬ 
nizer Isbel Diaz, a biologist. 
Last year, the group used 
$11,000 in small donations 
to buy a headquarters 
where it holds workshops 
and studygroupswith what 
it c a Ms a leftist, a nti-c a p ita I- 
ist orientation. 

Diaz said that the group's 
first cleanup of the Male- 
con promenade in 2010 
had 14 members picking 
up trash as several dozen 
state security agentsfilmed, 
tookphotosand called out 
threats and insults. 

"Activism in Cuba has tak¬ 
en place despite the state," 
Diaz said. "In my opinion, it's 
not because the state has 
felt the need to open up, 
butbecause it'shad no oth¬ 


er option than to accept 
reality and people with a 
lot of courage have defied 
the limits and pushed the 
boundaries back a little." 

In contrast, when self-em¬ 
ployed taxi drivers went on 
an informal strike to protest 
new regulations, they were 
met with a flood of inspec¬ 
tions that forced many to 
stop working. 

Animal-rights activism has 
been a fertile field fororga- 
nizing in Cuba, where these 
are no laws a gainst animal 
abuse and virtually every 
neighborhood has a resi¬ 
dent ortwo who dedicate 
hours to feeding, treating 
and sterilizing street dogs 
and cats, sometimes with 
the help of foreigners do¬ 
nating supplies and funds. 
The country has one offi¬ 
cially recognized animal- 
rescue group, Aniplant, 
and perhapsa dozen other 
small, non-state organiza¬ 
tions in Havana and other 
majorcities. In recent years 
the groups have collected 
thousands of signatures 
asking for an animal-pro¬ 
tection law, with no suc¬ 
cess to date. 

"What I believe is that, if I 
live in this country I should 
try to fight for what I want 
in this country, and what I 
want is to help Cuban ani¬ 
mals," said Grettel Montes 
de Oca Valdes, a profes¬ 
sional dancer and found¬ 
er of the group Cubans in 
Defense of Animals, whose 
members marched on Sun¬ 
day. "I don't think that we 
should stop speaking out 
because if we stop speak¬ 
ing out nothing happens 
That method is useless." 
With dozens of participants 
walking dogs on leashes 
and even in baby strollers, 
the march ended at the 
grave of Jeannette Ryder, 
an American who fought 
for animal rights in Cuba 
at the start of 20th century. 
Anipla nt hastypically orga¬ 
nized what it calls pilgrim¬ 
ages to the grave every 
April. In a sign of remaining 
tensions between the offi¬ 
cial a nd unoffic ia I in Cuba, 
many volunteers from 
the government-backed 
animal group boycotted 
Sunday's march and hold¬ 
ing their own event next 
weekO 
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Aniba to Me 

ORANJ ES1AD - We would like to portrait you! By inviting 
you to send usyourfavorite vacation picture while enjoy¬ 
ing our Happy Island. Complete the sentence: Aniba to 

me is.Sendyourpicture withthattext(includingyour 

name and where you ate from) to: news@arubatoday, 
com and we will publish yourvacation memory. Isn'tthat 
a special way to keep your best moments alive? Please 
do note: By submitting photos, textorany other materia Is, 
you give permission to Ihe Aniba loday Newspaper, Ca¬ 
ribbean Speed FYintersand any of its affiliated companies 
to use said materials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our website and Facebook 
page! Thank you forsupporting ourfree newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy readerevery day again.Q 



Have a look at 


Juan lories and Donald Coe 
from Dallas, Texas USA. They 
send us this great pic and 
wrote: 


"Aniba to us is enjoying 
sun, sand and fun with 
family and our Aiuba 
friends." 



Another wonderful picture was sent to us 
by 

Tony Avila Bristol Rl. In his 
words: 

"Aiuba to me never 
gets old. After 25 visits* 
24 of them at Paradise 
Beac h Villas it is true 
Raradise." 


HAPPY 

HOUR 

2-3 PM 


BEERS & 
SPIRITS 


IkiT b Mjmr\ d ^ a okfe b jfoy 
fbf rnpwuUf 


BURGERS & 

EPIC BAR 
SNACKS 


EAGtf ADVANTAGE 


♦ 


£ OFFERS 
O REWARDS 

2 CHOICES RESORT & CASINO 


SHOWING LIVE 


5*3 


CHAMPIONS 

LEAGUE 


O 


TUESDAY April 9th 3:00pm 

TOnENHAM VS. MAN. CITY / LIVER POOL VS. PORTO 
WEDNESDAY April 10th 3:00pm 
AJAX VS. JUVENTUS / MAN UNITED VS. BARCELONA 
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Asi Es Mi Rem restaurant launches Chef lable 5 Course Menu: 


"It feels like having dinner at home in Pern" 



EAGLE BEACH - Peruvian-bom Roxanna Salinas is the proud owner of a restaurant 
that without doubt serves the purest Peruvian specialties in Aruba: Asi Es Mi Peru at 
Fferadise Beach Villas. She herself welcomes you in 'her home' as that is how the 
restaurant is described by Peruvian foodies: Food like home, for sure the bestcom- 
plimenta restaurant can get "Everything here is 100 % Peruvian, we ate authentic 
and ethnic." Peru by the way is considered to be the single most important cuisine 
in Latin America with a repertoire of dishes that mighteven beat Ranee. Many big- 
name chefs travel to the country to get inspired. 

How It All Started 

"Many yearsago during a Christmas gathering with family my mom told me why I 
did not open a Peruvian restaurant in Aruba. She said: who does not love Peruvian 
food?" That wasthe triggerforthe start because Roxanne loves cooking, it is in her 
genes Her mom and grandmother were great cooks. "My base principle was to 
do everything original and authentic. When guestscome to this restaurant I want 
to serve them the food as if you were dining the best dishes in a house in Peru. The 
taste is equal, nothing is fused orchanged. Many Peruvians that come here say: I 
feel like I am having dinner at home. It is very difficult to please Peruvians as natu¬ 
rally they know best what is authentic."To find herChef and SousChef she went to 
Peru where she interviewed 190 applicants. "We had more than 400 people that 
applied, aftera screening that my brotherand I did, we were left with 190 and out 
of them 10 cooked forme. I gave them a basket with ingredients and a certain 
plate they had to cook. Based on that I chose the Chef and SousChef." 






Chef lable 5 Course Menu 

Peruvian food is remarkable for the diversity of its ingredi¬ 
ents. Itmightbe best known foritscevic he, the marinated 
seafood dish, but bestsellers are also Lomo Saltado (stir 
fry strips sirloin), seafood rice and Pescado a lo Macho 
(fish of the day). Roxanne exp la ins that recently the Chef 
launched a 5-course Chef Table Menu. "Now that we 
have standardized our typical Peruvian cuisine, we are 
ready to take it to the next level. Our Chef is very knowl¬ 
edgeable and we bring highercuisine to the table." Of 
the 5 coursesthe first is the liradito TresRegiones, and the 
2nd the Majao de Yuca con Pango Escabechado paired 
with a wonderful Santiago RuizAlbarino;lhe 3rd plate isa 
Cremosa de Quinoa con Aji Relleno paired with a Hahn 
Pinot Noir, the 4th the Lomo con Salsa de HongosAndi- 
nos paired with a Meriot Santa Margarita, and the 5th a 
Crocante de Maracuya. Try thiswonderful culinary expe¬ 
rience! 

Roxanne explainsthatthe Peruvian food is influenced by 
different cultures "A lot of people came from China to 
work in the sugar plantations, J apanese came to work in 
the rice fie Id sand African immigrants brought their influ¬ 
ences as well... that's why you see a fusion in the dishes 
The typical food and plates from Peru mixed with these 
influences make up foran excellent cuisine. Oursushi for 
example is totally different than the standard sushi and 
we have so many pastas that are outside of Italian pas¬ 
tas. The variety of com, more than 500 variety of pota¬ 
toes... I can go on and on." I guess you will need to try it 
for yourself as Roxanne's place is unique. 

Asi EsMi Peru is open every day from 12 noon -10:30 pm. 
They are closed on Monday evening. Have a peak on 
their website https://www.asiesmiperuenaruba.com/ or 
Facebookasiesmi peru. O 
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Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! 



Open daily 10nm to 4am I J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 


CASINO AND SHOPS 583.5000 I casinoa8iambro.com 
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SLOT TOURNAMENT 

BONUS PROGRESSIVE 


Play in our FREE Slot Tournament 
and win a share of 

$777 in Free Slot Play! 

Progressive starts at $250 
and increases $25 each week 
until won! 


Registration starts at 6pm. 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskln-Robbins 
Fusion Ptono & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'ft CUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique [ R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | TheMarkei 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


True Coaching on Consciousness with Foe us at the Heart 


ORANJ ES1AD — A pure, straightfor¬ 
ward, empowering and loving per¬ 
son would be the way to describe 
Spiritual RsychologistGadi Koc k. In 
case spiritual sounds vague to you, 
the explanation is far from that 
In short the traditional psychol¬ 
ogy bases on illnesses and symp¬ 
toms while the spiritual psychology 
awakens certain built-up systems 
from the pa stand makes you con¬ 
scious of the turning wheel you 
might be stuck into. Some testimo¬ 
nials after visiting Gadi praise her 
practice from the heart not from 
the books. "She ha sail the degrees 
to be a professional coach but her 
plus is that it comes from the heart 
and that is more efficient than 
anything." Gadi just opened her 
own practice, called The Wisdom 
Coach. 

'lam LOVE and Love just IS' is a 
quote Gadi usespointing down her 
emphasison Consciousness, Health 
and Healing. She has a Bachelor 
Degree as a Social Worker and a 
Master Degree as a Spiritual Psy¬ 
chologist ... and has worked with 
pleasure for many years and has 
been of service at the Guardian¬ 



ship Council, Colegio Arubano and 
Fundacion pa Maneho diAdiccion 
di Aruba (FMAA). 

When life sometimes gets in your 
way because of mental pressure or 
blocks that lead to yourchildhood, 
Gadi will guide you backto the es¬ 
sence and help you to take action 
in orderto improve your life. Many 
times we are stuck in patterns that 
were created during ourchildhood 
and we repeat the same. She sup¬ 
ports you in finding your own an¬ 
swers and wisdom on essential 
questions of life, such as Who am 
I? What is my life goal? How can 
I make a valuable contribution to 
society and the world? The irony is 
when people apply and apply the 
principles and practices of spiri¬ 
tual psychology in their daily lives, 
their ailments and symptoms often 
tend to disappear. "Her effective 
approach is also because of her 
understanding of personal growth, 
counseling and supportisallabout 
that", says a testimonial. 

The Essence ofeveryone is UNCON¬ 
DITIONAL LOVE! That is why you 
cannot become what you already 


are. And by certain experiences 
from the past; conditioning from 
the past by family / family, culture, 
religion, upbringing and more; lim¬ 
iting beliefs; misinterpretation and 
understanding of reality or it hap¬ 
pened; and our challenges in the 
present .... we begin to distance 
ourselves from our Essence to pro¬ 
tect ourselves ... not to be hurt, 
not to be disappointed, not to be 
abandoned, notto be rejected.To 
return to our Essence, we must not 
leam new things. On the contrary 
... We need to let go and get rid 
of conditioning of the past and all 
other limitations mentioned ea rlier, 
blocking you from being in your 
Essence of Love or being your Au¬ 
thentic Self, which is unconditional 
love. We work from the inside out 
to get a more effective and long- 
la sting result! 

"The Wisdom Coach" opened its 
doors / office in FEBRUARY 2019 in 
the building of Centro QuiVit (for¬ 
merly Hospitaalstraat 5 next to 
SABA/St. Micheal Paviljoen). More 
information at FacebookThe Wis¬ 
dom Coach. Telephone number 
(00 297) 746 5704. □ 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 


RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TlMESHSARE RESORT 

Play a Linda Salas Office: Mon-Fri (Bam-4pm] 
sal pSayalmda.com or call (■+29?}-SBB-lQQ0 
Toll free numbers l-BBB-2Bl^l&44 


Aruba to Me 

ORANJ ES1AD - We would like to portraityou! By inviting you to 
send usyourfcvorite vacation picture while enjoying our Hap¬ 
py Island. Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is. Send 

your picture with that text (including your name and where 
you are from) to: news@ambatoday.com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. Isn't that a special way to keep your 
best moments a live? Please do note: By submitting photos, text 
orany othermaterials, you give permission to Ihe Aruba loday 
Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials^ as well as names, likeness, 
etc. for promotional purposes without compensation. 

Last but not lea st: check out our website and Facebookpage! 
Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we strive to 
make you a happy readerevery day againO 




"nos pride 


Monday at 8:00pm 


Friday at 8:00pm 


♦ DAILY 
HAPPENINGS 


Cultural Night 


Caribbean Night 


Tuesday at 8:00 pm 


There is always something happening for 
the entire family at Paseo Herencia. 
Enjoy our free weekly events. 


Violin Night 


Aruba Has Ta ent 


Sunday at 8:00pm 


Wednesday at 8:OOpm 




Noche Latina 


Every night at 

7:30pm 3:30pm 9:30pm 


Thursday at 8:00pm 


□quid Firework Show 


Paseo Herencia Shopping Center 
j.E + trausquin Blvd 382-A * Palm Beach, Aruba 


13 ® YoufUB 

#paseoherencia 


Circus Night 


STORES OPENING HOURS 
Monday thru Saturday 10am to Wpm 
Sundays 5pm to Wpm 

Parking available in Paseo Parking Garage at 
AfL 1,75/$ 1.00 per hour 


Fortoday's newspaper we received two great 
pictures from 

Sandy Bonnell from Elmira, New 
York. She wrote: 

“Aruba is to me....a joyful 
journey with displays of 
happy hints what heaven 
must be like! 12 years 
coming to this heavenly 
island!" 
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Aruban bom and bred Steve Franceeshasa passion for photography. Being a local photographer he knows the hidden 
gems of this island and captures them in an amazing way. Asa Family and Landscape photographer Steve is ready to 
create yournext 'vacation memories', morning and/orsunset shots. T: (297) 738-0777, M: stevefrancees@hotmail.com, 
www.insta g ra m.c om/stevefra nc ees a nd www.stevefrancees.com 



Where to meet real fisherman!! 



Last week a friend of mine that has been coming to Aruba for many years asked me where 
he can talk to real Aruban fishermen and I send him to this place. On the weekends you find 
them playing dominos and having good times as comrades and during the week they are 
all on the sea catching our fresh fishes. The huts are very unique painted with bright colors, 
lo visitthis place you musttake the road along the coast on yourway to San Nicolasand it 
will be your first spot on your right hand. It’s not visible from the road but just look for the stairs 
and just go down and you will experience a total different world here in Aruba. 


Mangel Hallo will always be exotic 



Mangel Halto Beach is not crowded and unique by its various sea ambiance you can find 
here. You will have white sandy beach, nocks as coastline, lots of mangroves and the under¬ 
water for snorkeling is also unique. A very nice spot to spend a day at the beach and have 
shades underthe mangroves. Very close to supermarkets where you can buy snacks and 
drinks for the day. If you continue on the same road along the coastline to San Nicolas you 
will find Zeerover where you can eat fresh fish and French fries! So please invite me when 
you go! 


Snorkeling atArashi Beach 



Arashi is one of the best beaches on the island and morning photo 
shoots a re spec tacula rat this romantic beach. Its also great to do 
snorkeling here both on the north and south of Arashi Beach. Ihis 
morning picture I took from the south section of Arashi Beach and 
to take it you must have a Gopro with the dome attached. With 
mask and fins you will see beautiful underwater scenes and sure 
you will see the Sergeant major fish in its bright colors. I suggest you 
do a snorkeling at this beach! 

The classic Sunset Photo 



Ihere are some cliche shots that will never go out of style and its 
the silhouette photo with the sun atthe beach. Ihis is from a photo 
shoot I did last Friday and I will teach you how to take this pro¬ 
fessional look photo. First go for composition with the sun at the 
best spot just behind the couple in the composition. Ihe trie k is to 
click on your cell phone on the brightest spot in the composition, 
wait of 2 seconds and then pressto take the photo and you will be 
amazed with beautiful photos with a professional look. 
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Madison Keys holds the 
championship trophy after 
defeating Caroline Wozniacki, 
from Denmark, to win their fi¬ 
nals match at the Volvo Car 
Open tennis tournament in 
C ha Heston, SC., Sunday, April 
7, 2019. 

Associated Press 

American 

Keys 

overpowers 
Wozniac ki 
to win Volvo 
CarOpen 

CHARLESTON, SC. (AP) 

M ad iso n Keys got much 
more than she expected 
at the Volvo Car Open, 
leaving with her first cham¬ 
pionship in two years and 
a successful reunion with 
coach J uan Todero. 

Keys was unsure how she 
would handle the season's 
first clay-court event — 
clay is not among her fa¬ 
vorite surfaces — or if she'd 
mesh again with Todero, 
who had worked with her 
in 2013 and 2014 and was 
back in her comer this 
weekafterfive yearsapart. 
Any concerns were al¬ 
layed when the 24-year- 
old American overpow¬ 
ered the normally steady 
Caroline Wozniacki 7-6 (5), 
6-3 on Sunday. 

"It was a really good first 
week," Keys said with a 
smile. "I hope we keep 
this up." If they can, who 
knowswhat Keysmig htac- 
complish? 

Continued on Rage 23 



Houston Astros' George Springer reacts afterscoring the tying mn on Alex Biegman's sacrifice during the eighth inning of the team's 
baseball game againstthe Oakland Athletics, Sunday, April 7,2019, in Houston. 

Associated Hess 
Rage 20 
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DOUBLE | 

iPOflTS BAR A CRiLlZ 

ADVANCED SEATING 
& TABLE RESERVATION 

FULLV AIR CONDITIONED 

32 HDTV WIDESCREENS 

fi GiANT SCREENS 



— APRIL 13 — 

ftfinw r*fltr mm brink spi clms, 

BEER BUCKETS AND fDD-9 SfttUlS 


WATCH IE LIVE 1 C^IHiN SPECIALS, 
BE E H BUCKETS AND F« SPECIALS 



RESORTS CASINO 




EAGLE ADVANTAGE 

Musi be W c» play. Play rtsponsidly. 
yiK™ Qorr-blCT3ananytTuyjs.org 


J.E. 1RAUSQUIN BLVD, 243. ARUBA I EAGLE ADVANTAGE I (297) 527-9160 j LOCATED AT THE EAGLE ARUBA RESORT & CASINO 


Conneis wins Valero days after qualifying, will play Masters 


^iNt^ 



Corey Conneis poses with the trophy after winning the Valero Texas Open golf tournament Sun¬ 
day, April 7, 2019, in San Antonio. 

Associated Press 


SAN ANTONIO (AP) — His 

first PGA Tour victory in the 
bag and histicketpunched 
for next week's Masters, Co¬ 
rey Conners' primary con¬ 
cern was a big change to 
his work weeks going for¬ 
ward. 

"No more Monday qualify¬ 
ing," Conners said. 'That's 
the best deal from this. 
Amazing. It's a dream 
come true. I won't be as 
stressful on Mondays" 
Conners won the Valero 
Texas Open on Sunday less 
than a week after qualify¬ 
ing, earning him the final 
available slot in the Mas 
ters. Conners only entered 
the tournament field Mon¬ 
day, and he's the first golfer 
to win on the PGA Touraf- 
terqualifying on a Monday 
in nine years. 

He made three birdies in 
the final five holes, shooting 
a 6-under66. He was20-un- 
der for the tournament, 
winning by two shots over 
Charley Hoffman. 

Next stop for Conners: Au¬ 
gusta, Georgia. 

"My wife got an email this 
morning letting her know 
we could check in for our 
flight back home," Conners 
said. "I told her, 'Aw, don't 
check in yet. Maybe we 
can make other plans.' Big 
change of plans It was go¬ 
ing to be an off week. I'm 
glad it won't be." 

Hoffman, the 2016 Texas 
Open winner, shot 67 for 
18-underon the week. 

Ryan Moore closed with an 
8-under 64, a shot off the 
course record, and was 
third at 17-under. 

Si Woo Kim, The Players 
Championship winner in 
2017, led the opening three 
roundsbutdropped to a tie 


for fourth with Brian Stuard 
(15-under) after an even- 
par 72. 

Conners, the 2014 U.S. Am¬ 
ateur runner-up, will play in 
his second Masters. Two of 
the top three finishers last 
year at Augusta missed 
the top 10 this week. Rick¬ 
ie Fowler was tied for 17th 
while 10 strokes back at 
10-underwith a final-round 
69, and Jordan Spieth (72) 
was7-under. 

"I definitely feel like I got 
good work done head¬ 
ing into next week," Fowler 
said. "I'm feeling good." 
Stuard finished with 66 
to get to 15-under. Kevin 
Streelman closed with an 
8-under 64 and was 14-un- 
der. He missed tying the 
course record when, after 
four-straight birdies, he hit 
hisapproach from the 18th 
fairway into the gallery and 
bogeyed. 

Itwasa wild round forCon- 
ners, a Canadian who had 
not won on any of the PGA 
Tour's affiliated circuits — 
he had finishes of second 
and third earlierthisseason. 
He had 10 birdies and four 
pars that sandwiched four 
consecutive bogeysonthe 
front nine. 

"After the middle of the 
front nine, I thought, 'All 
right, this is going to be my 
tournament to win,"' Hoff¬ 
man said. "He showed up 
and balled up. My hat's off 
to him." 

Conners had a one-stroke 
lead when he rammed in 
a 34-foot birdie putt at No. 
12, and stayed a stroke up 
with a tap-in birdie at the 
14th. 

Moore joined Conners at 
the top of the leaderboard 
with an 8-foot putt at No. 16 


that was his fourth birdie in 
five holes 

Moore missed a birdie op¬ 
portunity on the next hole 
when he couldn't convert 
on a putt from inside 10 
feet. Minuteslater, Conners 
sank a 10-footer to save 
par at No. 15, then hit to 
four feet to set up a birdie 
at the 175-yard par-3 16th. 
His birdie at No. 17 gave 
him a three-shot lead walk¬ 
ing up the final hole. 
Conners looked like he 
would tuck this one away 
early. He birdied fourofthe 
first five holes at TPC San 
Antonio. Trailing by a shot 
going in the final round, 


he benefited from a three- 
stroke swing on the lead¬ 
erboard on the third hole 
with a 10-foot putt on the 
par-3. Kim hit into the wa¬ 
terfronting the green and 
double-bogeyed. Later in 
the day, Kim wasgrabbing 
at his right upper body with 
an apparent injury. 

Conners was two strokes 
ahead, and with birdieson 
the next two holes he led 
by four over both Kim and 
Hoffman. 

But Conners bogeyed the 
next four, and three of 
those came after tee shots 
put him in nice position ei- 
therfrom the middle of the 


fairway or close to it. 

The other bogey, on a par- 
3 at No. 7, he hithistee shot 
into a bunker, then blasted 
overthe green. 

"I told myself I could do it," 
Conners said. "I had been 
hitting a lot of quality shots 
I was really relaxed. I had 
a lot of confidence in my 
game." 

He made the tum and 
clicked off three consecu¬ 
tive birdies The last player 
to qualify on Monday and 
win a PGA Tour event was 
Aijun Atwal in 2010 at the 
Wyndham Championship. 
That wasthe first time it had 
been done in 24years.Q 
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Astros top A s 9-8 on Altuve's bases-loaded walk in 9th 


HOUSTON (AP) — The Astros 
are a deep, veteran team, 
making it tough for bench 
players like Tony Kemp and 
Aledmys Diaz to get onto 
the field. 

That pair was ready Sun¬ 
day, sparking Houston to a 
comebackwin. 

A little wild work from Oak¬ 
land's most-feared reliever 
helped, too. 

Jose Altuve drew a four- 
pitch walk from Athletics 
closer Blake Treinen with 
the bases loaded and two 
outs in the bottom of the 
ninth inning, giving the As¬ 
tros a 9-8 win and a three- 
game sweep of their AL 
West rival. 

Josh Reddick walked and 
Diaz singled off Treinen (0- 
1) to begin the ninth. Red¬ 
dick was thrown out at 
third on a bunt by Robinson 



Houston Astros' J ose Altuve reacts alter drawing a walk with the 
bases loaded to win the game during the ninth inning of a base¬ 
ball game againstthe Oakland Athletics* Sunday, April 7, 2019, 
in Houston. 

Associated Press 


Chirinos. 

Kemp walked to load the 
bases before Treinen struck 
out George Springer. Al¬ 
tuve never saw a strike, 
forcing home the winning 
run. 

Treinen said he struggled 
with command of his hard, 
sinking fastball in the ninth, 
especially with Altuve. 

"I didn't really give myself 
much of a chance to be 
successful at that at-bat," 
he said. 

Roberto Osuna (1-0) struck 
out one in a perfect ninth. 
The Astros scored five runs 
in the first but trailed 8-6 go¬ 
ing into the eighth. Kemp 
homered off Lou Trivino, 
Springer followed with a 
flyba II that dropped in shal¬ 
low right field fora double 
and Treinen relieved. A 
single by Altuve setup Alex 
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Bnegman's tying sacrifice 
fly. 

'We're a hard lineup to 
crack when we're fully 
healthy, but contributions 
can come from anywhere," 
manager AJ Hinch said. 
"From an individual stand¬ 
point, these guys keep 
working and keep waiting 
for their name to be in the 
lineup. From a team stand¬ 
point, it makes us a more 
complete offense when 
our entire team is putting 
up good at-bats" 

Kemp said individual work 
helps keep him ready 
when he has a chance to 
contribute. 

"A couple of us, we know 
our role," he said. 'We 
know we're not going to 
be in there every day but 
we know when our name's 
called it's important that 
we're ready to go. A lotof it 
has to do with preparation 
and a lotof it ha sto do with 
the time in the cage." 
Oakland trailed by a run 
with one on and one out 
in the sixth when J osh 
Phegley connected on his 
first home run of the sea¬ 
son off rookie J osh J ames, 
which bounced off the wall 
above the seats in left field 
to ma ke it 7-6. 

Chad Pinder, who drove in 
two runs in the first with a 
double, homered off Hec¬ 
tor Rondon to start the A's 
eighth foran 8-6 lead. 
Robbie Grossman homered 
with three RBIsand finished 
a triple shy of the cycle as 
the Athletics lost for the 
fourth time in five games. 
"The Athletics got a rough 
start from Mike Fiers, who 
allowed seven hits and six 
runs without getting out 
of the second inning. He 
entered the game having 
pitched 12 straight score¬ 
less innings 

Houston starter Brad Pea¬ 
cock also struggled early, 
a llowing four runs in the first 
two innings before settling 
in and giving up just one 
more run in the next three. 
Diaz got his first hitasan As¬ 
tro with a three-run homer 
in the first and drove in a 
fourth run with a bases- 
loaded walk. The Athletics 
took a 2-0 lead in the first 
when Pinder got a two-run 
double that hit roof before 
landing in left field.□ 
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Schevzergets 1st win, 
Nats beat wild Mets 12-9 



Washington Nationals' MaxScheizer(31) delivers a pitch during 
the second inning of a baseball game against the New York 
Mets Sunday, April 7, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By SCOTTORGERA 
Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Starting 
forthe third time in hisclub's 
first eight games, Wash¬ 
ington ace Max Scherzer 
earned his first win in the 
least effective outing of the 
three. 

Anthony Rendon backed 
him with a three-run homer, 
going deep for the fourth 
time in five games, and the 
Nationals were helped by 
12 walks in a 12-9 win over 
the New York Mets on Sun¬ 
day. 

Scherzer (1-2) allowed four 
runs and eight hits in 6 1/3 
innings with seven strike¬ 
outs, no walks and two hit 
batters, and he also singled 
in the game's first run. He 
lost his opening two starts 
for the first time in his big 
league career, to the Mets 
and Philadelphia, though 
he did go 0-3 over his first six 
sta rts in 2009. 

Despite being struck on 
the right leg by a hard-hit 
grounder off the bat of 
Keon Braxton in the fifth in¬ 
ning, Scherzer recovered 
to make the play and re¬ 
mained in to face 10 more 
batters. 

"It was fine during the 
game, was able to just kind 
of keep it moving so it did n't 
tighten up," Scherzer said, 
standing in front of his lock¬ 
er with his leg wrapped. 
'Once I came out of the 
game, once you lose the 
adrenaline, it tightened up 
pretty good. It kind of hurts 
to walk right now. but this 
is just a little bone bruise. I'll 
be fine." 

Washington took two of 
three from their NL East ri¬ 
val. 

"His leg got stiff there at the 
end so had to go get him 
out but Max being Max, he 
competed all day and he 


pitched unbelievable," Na¬ 
tionals managerDave Mar¬ 
tinez said. 

Washington opened a 12-1 
lead by the seventh inning, 
when Rendon hit his fourth 
home run of the season, a 
drive off the facing of the 
second deck in left-center. 
Kurt Suzuki had two hits and 
two RBIs Aside from Scher¬ 
zer, every Nationals starter 
walked at leastonce. 

Zhck Wheeler (0-1) strug¬ 
gled to command his fast¬ 
ball and gave up seven 
runs, four hits and a career- 
high seven walks in 4 2/3 
innings, throwing strikes on 
just 51 of 103 pitches 
'just an embarrassing day 
forme," Wheeler said. 
Relieverlim Peterson threw 
a run-scoring wild pitch to 
his first batter and walked 
five, including one with the 
bases loaded. Mets pitch¬ 
ers had not walked 12 in 
a nine-inning game since 
March 31, 2003, on open¬ 
ing day against the Chica¬ 
go Cubs. 

'The command, the con¬ 
trol, just too many walks," 
Mets manager Mickey Cal¬ 
laway said. 

Washington took a 5-0 lead 
in the second, which in¬ 
cluded Victor Robles' RBI 
single, Adam Eaton's two- 
run double and Howie Ken¬ 
drick's sacrifice fly, his first 
RBI since May 13. Kendrick 
returned Saturday from a 
ruptured right Achilles'ten¬ 
don sustained last May 19. 
Mired in a 2-for-27 slump, 
Brandon Nimmo doubled 
in a run off of Scherzer in 
the seventh. 

'You could tell he wastired, 
he was having a little bit 
more trouble command¬ 
ing in the zone," Nimmo 
said. 'That's not the Scher- 
zeryou're going to face the 
first time you go out there." 


Rookie Pete Alonso hit a 
three-run homer against 
Matt Grace later in the 
inning, the rookie's third 
home run this season. He 
is the third player since at 
least 1908 with nine extra- 
base hits in his first nine 
games, joining Trevor Story 
and Alvin Davis 
ECONOMICALOFFENSE 
The Nationals were the first 
team to score at least 12 
runs on eight hits or fewer 
since Toronto needed just 
eight hits to beat Detroit 
12-6 on May 24, 1999. 

VUILD MAN 

Nationals reliever Trevor 
Rosenthal hit a batter, 
threw two wild pitches and 
issued a walk in the eighth. 
Attempting to come back 
from Tommy John surgery, 
the former All-Star closer 
has not retired any of the 
nine batters he's faced 
this season, allowing seven 
runs 

"I've been super encour¬ 
aged because of how 
good I feel but that's what 
makes it more frustrating, 
because I know it's there," 
Rosenthal said. "My stuff's 
there. I feel better than 
ever, really, but the results 
aren't happening so I defi¬ 
nitely want to figure it out." 
RELIEF REINFORCEMENTS 
Washington recalled RHP 
Joe Ross from Triple-A Fres¬ 
no and optioned INF Adri¬ 
an Sanchez to Double-A 
Harrisburg. Usually a starter, 
Ross got just one out in the 
ninth before giving up Mi¬ 
chael Conforto's three-run 
homer. According to Mar¬ 
tinez, Ross will be used in 
relief to aid an ineffective 
bullpen that had a major 
league-worst 10.02 ERA en¬ 
tering Sunday. 

TRAINERS ROOM 
Nationals: CF Michael A. 
Taylor (sprained right knee 


and hip) went 1 for 5 Sun¬ 
day for Harrisburg as the 
designated hitter. 

Mets: C Travis d'Amaud 
(Tommy John surgery) was 
reinstated from the 10- 


day IL, pinch hit in the sev¬ 
enth and moved behind 
the plate in his first major 
league appearance since 
April 8 lastyear. He ground¬ 
ed out and flied out.q 
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Westbrook's triple-double lifts Thunder past Wolves 132-126 



Oklahoma City Thunder guard Russell VUestbiook (0) drives 
against Minnesota "limbeiwolves guard Jared lenell (3) during 
the fiisthalf of a NBA basketball game Sunday, April 7, 2019, in 
Minneapolis 

Associated Press 


By PATRICK DONNELLY 
Associated Press 
MINNEAPOUS (AP) — The 

"Fhunderare tough enough 
to beat when Russell West¬ 
brook and Paul George 
are rolling. But when their 
bench players are locked 
in, too, Oklahoma City can 
be impossible to stop. 
Westbrook and George 
each scored 27 pointsand 
Dennis Schroder had 14 of 
his 21 in the fourth quarter 
in a 132-126 vie to ryoverthe 
Minnesota fimberwolves 
on Sunday. 

Schroder led a group of 
Ihunder reserves that out- 
scored Minnesota's sec¬ 
ond team 44-26, and he 
changed the game early 
in the fourth quarter by 
scoring the final 10 points 
in a 12-0 run that vaulted 
the Thunder into a 109-101 
lead. 

"He's a starter anywhere 
else," George said of Sch¬ 
roder, who started the last 
two seasons in Atlanta be¬ 
fore joining the Thunder 
mostly in a reserve role. 
"He's a big talent. It's a 
pleasure for us, myself es¬ 
pecially as a shooter, to 
have a guy come in, step 
in and lift the group when 
we need baskets the most." 
Westbrook added 10 re¬ 
bounds and 15 assists for 
his 32nd triple-double of 
the season as the Thunder 
remained a half-game 


ahead of San Antonio for 
seventh place in the West¬ 
ern Conference. 

'That's just what he does," 
said "Fimberwolves guard 
Josh Okogie, who spent 
mostofthe game guarding 
Westbrook. "He has great 
teammates around him 
that can make plays He's 
a playmaker himself. He's 
aggressive, rebounds and 
can getto the rim." 
Karl-AnthonyTownsled Min¬ 
nesota with 35 points, while 
Andrew Wiggins scored 24 
and Dario Saric added 23. 
Tyusj ones scored 10 points 


and tied his career high 
with 13 assists with zero turn¬ 
overs forthe Wolves 
Oklahoma City entered the 
fourth quartertrailing 97-95, 
but Schroder quickly took 
over as the Thunder's pick- 
and-roll offense gave Min¬ 
nesota fits. In a four-minute 
span early in the fourth, 
Schroder converted three 
drivesto the basket, hit two 
jump shots, and went4for4 
from the free-throw line. 
"Russ and George are al¬ 
ready a handful," Wiggins 
said. 'When (Schroder) got 
going, a quick guard get¬ 


ting to the rim and finishing, 
it did cause some prob¬ 
lems." 

The Thunder built a 115-103 
lead, and Minnesota didn't 
getcloserthan fourthe rest 
of the way. 

"Russell got the ball to him 
in areas of the floor where 
he can go be who he is," 
Thunder coach Billy Dono¬ 
van said. "It's great to have 
a guy like that because he 
can generate offense for 
you by himself." 

The Thunder opened the 
game by making five of 
their first six shots and led 
by 14 before Minnesota 
pushed back and cut the 
deficit to 38-31 after one. 
Westbrook and Terrance 
Ferguson scored nine 
apiece asthe "Fhundershot 
7 of 13 on 3-point attempts. 
Leading 62-60 at halftime, 
Oklahoma City came out 
strong again, making its first 
sixshotsofthe third quarter, 
including a 3-pointerand a 
dunk on consecutive pos¬ 
sessions by George. 

But Wiggins kept Minne¬ 
sota afloat by making 
three straight jump shots. 
Then after Towns dunked 
twice, Saric hit four straight 
3-pointersto put Minnesota 
on top 89-83. 

"Some of their shots were 
tough ones that were go¬ 
ing in,"George said. 'Those 
kind of shots, you have to 
just continue on playing, 


and we did that." 

George scored eight points 
in the final 40 seconds to 
cut Minnesota's lead to 97- 
95 afterthree. 

Afterscoring 38 points in the 
first quarter, Oklahoma City 
closed the game out with a 
37-point fourth quarter. It a II 
added up to a Thundervic- 
tory and another in a long 
line of disappointing defen¬ 
sive performances for the 
Timbe rwo Ives this sea so n. 

"It wasn't just in the fourth. It 
was throughout the whole 
game, especially that first 
quarter. We've got to get 
stops," Jones said. "It's al¬ 
ways frustrating. We're scor¬ 
ing enough points We've 
got to make ittougherfor 
teams on the defensive 
side of things." 

TIP-INS 

Thunder: The victory helped 
Oklahoma City avoid be¬ 
ing swept by the Wolves 
this season. Minnesota had 
won the first three in the se- 
riesthisyear.... George has 
288 3-pointers this season, 
the fifth highest single-sea¬ 
son total for any player in 
NBA history. 

"Fimberwolves: Before the 
game the fimberwolves 
honored J ones with the Flip 
Saunders Legacy Award 
for his contributions to the 
community. ... Minnesota 
has scored at least 100 
points in a team-record 29 
stra ig htgamesO 


U.S women shut out Switzerland 
8-0 in pool play at worlds 



Team of USA celebrate a goal during the 2019 IIHF Women's 
World Championships preliminary match between USA and 
Canada in Espoo, Hnland, Saturday April 6, 2019. 

Associated ness 


ESPOO, Hnland (AP) 

Dani Cameranesi scored 
two goals and had an as¬ 
sist as the United States 
shut out Switzerland 8-0 
Sunday at the women's 
world championship. 
Megan Keller and Aman¬ 


da Kessel scored two goals 
apiece asthe U.S. remains 
undefeated through three 
gamesand atop Group A. 
Alex Carpenter had a goal 
and an assist, Hilary Knight 
had a goal and Emily Pfal- 
zerhad two assists as 12 dif¬ 


ferent Americans notched 
at least a point. 
Carpenter'sgoal at 3:41 of 
the first period was the first 
of three in the first for the 
U.S. The Americans added 
one in the second and fin¬ 
ished with four more in the 
third despite having a goal 
deflected by Annie Pan- 
kowskioffa shot by Megan 
Bozek waved off by offi- 
c ia Is. 

Maddie Rooney got the 
shutout in her first appear¬ 
ance this tournament, 
though she made only six 
saves for the U.S. 

The Americans, who have 
won four straight world 
championships and seven 


of the last eight, wrap up 
pool play Tuesday against 
Russia. The quarterfinals 
are Thursday. 

'We stuck to our game 
plan, put a lot of pressure 
on the Swissbackend and 
we were rewarded with 
a win tonight," U.S. coach 
Bob Corkum said. 'We're 
going to enjoy some time 
off to morrow and be ready 
to take on Russia on Tues¬ 
day." Janine Alder made 
49 saves for Switzerland, 
the only team in Group A 
without a point so far. 
Sweden edged France 2-1 
earlier Sunday, moving to 
third in Group B with four 
points behind the Czech 


Republic (six) and Germa¬ 
ny (five). Japan has one 
point and France is winless 
in three games. 

Trailing 1-0 after one pe¬ 
riod, the Swedes got goals 
from Pemilla Winbeng and 
Melinda Olsson in the 
second. Laura Escudero 
scored forthe French. Sara 
Grahn stopped 19 of 20 
shotsforthe win. 

Canada, which lost 3-2 to 
the U.S. on Saturday, had 
a day off before back-to- 
back games a gainst Russia 
and Finland. Canada, Fin¬ 
land and Russia were tied 
with three points each be¬ 
hind the America ns with six 
atop Group AO 
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Baylor holds off Notre Dame 82-81 for women's title 



The Baylor team raises the NCAA championship trophy after defeating Notre Dame 82-81 in the 
title game of the NCAA women's college basketball tournament Sunday, April 7, 2019, in Tampa, 
Ha. 

Associated Ftess 


By DOUG FENBERG 
AP Basketball Wtiter 
TAMPA, Ha. (AP) — Baylor 
recovered after blowing a 
17-point lead and losing a 
star player, beating Notre 
Dame 82-81 for the NCAA 
women's basketball cham¬ 
pionship Sunday night 
when 2018 tournament 
hero Alike Ogunbowale 
missed a foul shot in the fi¬ 
nal seconds. 

Chloe J ackson made a la¬ 
yup to put Baylor ahead 
with 3.9 seconds left. Notre 
Dame called timeout 
and inbounded to Ogun¬ 
bowale, whose buzzer¬ 
beating jumper in the 
championship game lifted 
Notre Dame to last year's 
title. Ogunbowale was 
fouled trying for a layup, 
then missed the first of two 
free throws with 1.9 sec¬ 
onds remaining. She made 
the second, but the Irish 
nevergotthe ball back. 
'They just kept doing what 
we've been taught to do, 
and that's guard people," 
Baylor coach Kim Mulkey 
said. "We just beat the de¬ 
fending national champi¬ 
ons. That team is so good, 
so talented. You're going to 
see those guys play at the 
next level. Wow." 

The Lady Bears (37-1) won 


their first championship in 
seven years Mulkey and 
Baylor have won titles in 
2005, 2012 and 2019. The 
2012 championship game 
also pitted the Lady Bears 
against Muffet McGraw's 
Irish in the last meeting of 
two female coaches for 
the title. 

Baylor was able to pull off 
the win without starforward 
Lauren Cox, who injured 
her knee in a frightening 
scene late in the third quar¬ 
ter. The Irish were able to 
rally from a 14-point deficit 
in the third quarter to tie it 
at 78 in the fourth. J ackson 
then scored a jumperfrom 
the foul line, and Jessica 
Shepard countered with 
two free throws to tie it, set¬ 
ting up the exciting finish. 
'We had to do itforLC,"said 
Jackson, who was named 
the Final Four's Most Out¬ 
standing Player. 'She gotus 
here. We had to finish the 
job for her." 

The LadyBearswere primed 
to run away with the game 
as Notre Dame struggled to 
score. But the Irish have a 
knack for big comebacks, 
doing it against UConn in 
this year's semifinal and 
against Mississippi State in 
last season's title game, 
when they rallied from 15 


down in the third quarter. 
Ogunbowale was instru¬ 
mental in all those victories, 
forever becoming a part 
of the Final Four during last 
year's title run. She made 
a shot with one second 
remaining to beat UConn 
in the semifinals, then hit a 
tiebreaking 3-pointer with 


one-tenth of a second left 
to top the Bulldogs in the 
title game. 

Ogunbowale led the 
charge again Sunday, 
scoring 17 of her 31 points 
in the second half. That in¬ 
cluded a buzzer-beating 3 
atthe end of the third quar¬ 
ter, sparking an 11-0 Notre 


Dame run. 

It helped the Irish that the 
Lady Bears had to play the 
last 11 minuteswithoutCox. 
She got tangled up with 
Kalani Brown on the defen¬ 
sive end and went down 
clutching her left knee with 
a bout a minute to go in the 
third quarter. □ 



Madison Keys celebrates after defeating Caroline Wozniacki, 
from Denmark, to win theirfinals match atthe Volvo CarOpen 
tennis tournament in Charleston, S.C., Sunday, April 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Keys, seeded eighth and 
ranked 18th in the world, 
continually hit big serves 

— she reached 121 mph 

— and overwhelming fore¬ 
hands to wear down the 
fifth-seeded Wozniacki 
of Denmark and win her 
fourth careerWTA event. 
The match turned after 
Wozniacki rallied from 0-30 
down and survived three 
deuces to move in front 
6-5 in the opening set. Keys 
steadied herself and won 
four straight points to set 
up the tiebreaker. 

Keys fell behind 2-0, then 
won six of the next seven 
points including a back¬ 
hand winner that Woz¬ 
niacki let land inside the 
baseline while in good 
position for a shot. Keys 
closed the set with a crisp 
forehand. 

Wozniacki said she be¬ 
lieved Keys' shot was drift¬ 
ing long. 'Sometimes you 
miscalculate in a bad mo¬ 
ment," the former world 


No. 1 said. 

The second set was more 
of a runaway for Keys, who 
won four of the final five 
games. She won four con¬ 
secutive points to break 
Wozniacki's serve, then 
won four more points to 
lead 5-2. 

Wozniacki could not re¬ 
spond. 

Keys was'just too good for 
me," said Wozniacki, who 
had beaten Keys in their 
only two previous meet¬ 
ings. 

Keys beamed and bent 
her knees and elbows in 
celebration after putting 
away Wozniacki's return at 
the net on match point. 
Her first win of the season 
continued a curious trend 
on the WTA of 15 different 
winners forthe tour's first 15 
tournaments this sea son. 

It had been a disappoint¬ 
ing stretch for Keys, whose 
best showing so far was 
reaching the round of 16 
atthe Australian Open. 


She spent about 10 days 
working with Todero on 
clay before arriving in 
Charleston and believed 
their reunion might lead to 
positive results. Not even 
she envisioned this run, 
in which she defeated 
2017 U.S. Open champion 
Sloane Stephens in the 
quarterfinals, 2016Olympic 
champion Monica Puig in 
the semifinals and Wozni¬ 
acki, the 2018 Australian 
Open winner, forthe title. 

"I try not to put expecta¬ 
tions as far as results on 
myself," Keys said. "I just 
really wanted to play the 
right way and have a re¬ 
ally great week of prac¬ 
tice and trying to get some 
matches, and then obvi¬ 
ously as time went, feeling 
more and more confident 
out there and walking 
away as the winner." 

Keys said Todero's person¬ 
ality works well with hers. 
She owns her up-and- 
down moments and said 


Todero hasa way of keep¬ 
ing her upbeat, laughing 
and focused on the good 
things possible instead of 
past problems. 

Keys was proud not only of 
out-hitting Wozniacki, but 
out-strategizing her a swell. 
Keysaid heropponentwas 
one of the most difficult on 
tourasfarasfinding open¬ 


ings for breakthroughs on 
points because she is so 
precise and relentless. "I will 
be able to call on this go¬ 
ing forward this year," she 
said. 

Asfarasclay? 

"C lay-court spec ia list," Keys 
joked. "It's definitely mov¬ 
ing up on my ranking list of 
favorite surfaces. 
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Real or artificial? Tec h tita ns dec la re Al ethics concerns 




In thisJ an. 5,2019, file photo people stand in fiontofthe Google 
tentduring preparations IbrCES International in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


By MATT O BRIEN and RA¬ 
CHEL LERMAN 
Associated ness 

The biggest tech compa¬ 
nies wa nt you to know that 
they're taking special care 
to ensure that their use of 
artificial intelligence to sift 
through mountainsof data, 
analyze faces or build vir¬ 
tual assistants doesn't spill 
overto the dark side. 

But their efforts to assuage 
concerns that their ma¬ 
chines may be used forne- 
fario us end shave not been 
universally embraced. 
Some skeptics see it as 
mere window dressing by 
corporations more interest¬ 
ed in profit than what's in 
society'sbestinterests. 
"Ethical Al" has become 
a new corporate buzz 
phrase, slapped on internal 
review committees, fancy 
job titles, research projects 
and philanthropic initia¬ 
tives. Ihe moves a re meant 
to address concerns over 
racial and gender bias 
emerging in facial recogni¬ 
tion and other Al systems, 
as well as address anxiet¬ 
ies about job losses to the 
technology and its use by 
law enforcement and the 
military. 

But how much substance 
lies behind the increasingly 
public ethics campaigns? 
And who gets to decide 
which technological pur¬ 
suits do no harm? 

Google was hit with both 
questions when it formed a 
new board of outside ad¬ 
visers in late March to help 
guide how itusesAI in prod¬ 
ucts. But instead of winning 
over potential critics, it 
sparked internal rancor. A 
little more than a week lat¬ 
er, Google bowed to pres¬ 
sure from the backlash and 
dissolved the council. 

Ihe outside board fell 
apart in stages. One of the 
board's eight inaugural 
members quit within days 
and another quickly be¬ 
came the target of protests 
from Google employees 
who said her conservative 
views don't align with the 
company's professed val¬ 
ues. 

As thousands of employ¬ 
ees called for the removal 
of Heritage Foundation 
President Kay ColesJ ames, 
Google disbanded the 


board last week. 

"It's become clear that in 
the current environment, 
(the council) can't function 
as we wanted," the com¬ 
pany said in a statement. 
That environment is one of 
increasing concern that 
the corporate Al ethics 
campaigns lack teeth. 

"I think (Google's decision) 
reflects a broader public 
understanding that ethics 
involves more tha n just c re- 
ating an ethics board with¬ 
out an institutional frame¬ 
work to provide for ac¬ 
countability," Al researcher 
Ben Wagner said. 

Google's original initia¬ 
tive fell into a tech indus¬ 
try trend that Wagner calls 
"ethics-washing," which he 
describes as a superficial 
effort that's mostly a show 
forthe public orlawmakers. 
"It's basically an attempt 
to pretend like you're do¬ 
ing ethical things and using 
ethics as a tool to reach an 
end, like avoiding regula¬ 
tion," said Wagner, an as¬ 
sistant professor at the Vi¬ 
enna University of Econom¬ 
ics and Business. "It's a new 
form of self-regulation with- 
outcalling itthat by name." 
Big companies have made 
an increasingly visible effort 
to discuss their AI efforts in 
recent years. 

Microsoft, which often tries 
to position itself as an in¬ 
dustry leaderon ethicsand 
privacy issues, published 
its principles around devel¬ 
oping Al, released a short 
book that discussed the 
societal implications of the 
technology and hascalled 
forsome government regu¬ 
lation of Al technologies. 
The company's president 


even met with Pope Francis 
earlier this year to discuss 
industry ethics Amazon re¬ 
cently announced it is help¬ 
ing fund federal research 
into "algorithmic fairness," 
and Salesforce employs 
an "architect" for ethical Al 
practice, aswell asa "chief 
ethical and human use" 
officer. It's hard to find a 
brand-name tech firm with¬ 
out similar initiatives 
It's a good thing that com¬ 
panies are studying the is¬ 
sue and seeking perspec¬ 
tives on industry ethics, said 
Oren Etzioni, CEO of the 
Allen Institute for Artificial 
Intelligence, a research or¬ 
ganization. But ultimately, 
he said, a company's CEO 
is tasked with deciding 
what suggestionson Al eth¬ 
ics to incorporate in busi¬ 
ness decisions. 

"I think overall it's a positive 
step rather than a fig leaf," 
he said. 'That said, the 
proof is in successful imple¬ 
mentation. I think the jury is 
still out on that." 

The impact artificial intelli¬ 
gence can have on society 
hasneverbeen more clear, 
Etzioni said, and compa¬ 
nies are reacting to studies 
about the powerof recom¬ 
mendation algorithms and 
genderbiasin Al. 

But as Google's attempt 
shows, discussing the issues 
in the public eye also in¬ 
vites public scrutiny. 

Google employees have 
had more success than 
other tech workers at de¬ 
manding change at their 
company. The internet 
search behemoth dropped 
a contract with the Pen¬ 
tagon after employees 
pushed back on the ethi¬ 


cal implicationsof using the 
company's Al technology 
to analyze drone video. 
And after more than 2,400 
Google employees signed 
a petition calling forjames 
to be taken off the board, 
Google scrapped the 
board altogether. Employ¬ 
ees said J ames has made 
past comments that were 
anti-trans and anti-immi- 
grantand should not be on 
an ethics panel. The Heri¬ 
tage Foundation did not 
respond to a request for 
comment. 

Google had also faced 
dissent from its chosen 
councilmembers. Alessan¬ 
dro Acquisti, a professor at 
Carnegie Mellon University, 
announcing on Twitter he 
was declining the invita¬ 
tion. He wrote that he isde- 
voted to grappling fairness 
and inclusion in Al but this 
was not the 'the right forum 
forme to engage in this im¬ 
portant work." He declined 
to comment further. 

One expert who had com¬ 
mitted to staying on the 
council is Joanna Bryson, 
associate professorin com¬ 
puting at the University of 
Bath. 

A self-described liberal, 
she said before the dissolu¬ 
tion that it makes sense to 
have political diversity on 
the panel, and she didn't 
agree with those who think 
it's just forshow. 

"I just don't think Google is 
that stupid," Bryson said. "I 
do n't think they're there just 
to have a posteron a wall." 
She said, however, that 
companies like Google 
and Microsoft do have a 
real concern about liabil¬ 
ity — meaning they want 


to make sure they show 
themselves, and the public, 
that they've tried their best 
to build products the right 
way before releasing them. 
"It's not just the right thing to 
do, it's the thing they need 
to do,"she said. Bryson said 
she was hopeful Google 
actually wanted to brain¬ 
storm hard problems and 
should find anotherwayto 
do so afterthe council dis¬ 
solved. 

It's unclear what Google 
will do next. The company 
said its "going back to the 
drawing board"and would 
find other ways of getting 
outside opinions 
Wagner said now would 
be the time for Google to 
setup ethics principles that 
include commitments they 
must stick to, external over- 
sightand othercheckpoints 
to hold them accountable. 
Even if companies keep 
setting up external boards 
to oversee Al responsibil¬ 
ity, government regulation 
will still be needed, said Uz 
O'Sullivan, a tech worker 
who left Al company Clari- 
faioverthe company'swork 
in the Pentagon's Project 
Maven — the same project 
that Google dropped after 
its employees protested. 
O'Sullivan is wary of boards 
that can make suggestions 
that companies are under 
no legal obligation to stick 
to. 

"Eve rycompanyofthat size 
that states they're interest¬ 
ed in having some sort of 
oversight that has no abil¬ 
ity or authority to restrictor 
restrain company behavior 
seems like they're doing it 
for the press of it all," she 
said.Q 
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Whatstudentscan learn from the days before college loans 



In this March 14, 2019, file photo students walk on the Stanford University campus in Santa Clara, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 


By ANNA HELHOSKI 
Associated ness 

College tuition was less 
than what today's students 
pay for textbooks when 
Caron and Jack Knopoff 
attended Chicago's Wright 
J unior College in the mid- 
1960s. 

Tuition at what isnow Wilbur 
Wright College was $24 per 
credit hour, Caron Knopoff 
says. To cover this cost, the 
couple, who were dating 
at the time, lived with their 
own parents and worked 
— Caron at an insurance 
agency and Jackat an ac¬ 
counting firm. 

Caron later transferred to 
Northeastern Illinois Univer¬ 
sity to complete her bach¬ 
elor's degree in primary 
education. There, she says 
tuition was around $200 a 
year. Jack completed a 
degree in accounting at 
Roosevelt University, pay¬ 
ing $40 percredit hour. 

"I thought it was so much 
compared to what we had 
paid before and we were 
so worried about it," Caron 
says. 

Graduating from college 
debt-free is uncommon to¬ 
day: Two-thirds of the class 
of 2017 graduated with 
student loans averaging 
$28,650, according to The 
Institute for College Access 
and Success. 

Before the 1960s, student 
loans didn't exist. Federal 
loans for students with fi¬ 
nancial need started with 
the Higher Education Act 
of 1965, then opened to all 
students in 1978. 

Here's what paying for col¬ 
lege looked like backin the 
day, and what today's stu- 


WASHINGTDN (AP) — Con¬ 
sumer borrowing rose at a 
slower pace in February as 
the increase in auto and 
student loanswasthe slow¬ 
est in eight months. 
Borrowing increased by 
$15.2 billion in February, 
down from a gain of $17.7 
billion in January, the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve reported Fri¬ 
day. 

Borrowing for auto loans 
and student loans rose by 
$12.2 billion, the smallest 
gain since last June. Bor- 


dentscan leam. 

COLLEGE COSTA LOTLESS 

The average cost of tu¬ 
ition, fees, room and board 
for 1963-64 was $1,248, or 
$10,040 in 2017-18 dollars. 
By contrast, the average 
cost in 2017-18 was$23,835, 
according to the National 
Center for Education Sta¬ 
tistics. 'The cost of college 
then was significantly easi¬ 
er to pay for," says Victoria 
Yuen, a policy analyst for 
postsecondary education 
at the Centerfor American 
Progress, an independent 
policy research organiza¬ 
tion. "Now, even with schol¬ 
arships and grant support, 
it'sbecome very difficult for 
middle-class families to pay 
for college." 

But half a century ago, 
college wasn't affordable 
for everyone. Those who 
couldn't pay out-of-pocket 


rowing forcredit card debt 
rose by $2.95 billion, the 
biggest increase since No¬ 
vember. 

The overall increases 
pushed consumer bor¬ 
rowing to a new record of 
$4.05 trillion. 

Household borrowing is 
watched for signs of how 
confident consumers are 
in taking on more debt to 
finance their spending, 
which accounts for 70 per¬ 
cent of economic activity. 
Consumer spending is ex- 


didn't go, saysj ohn Thelin, 
a University of Kentucky 
professor and author of 
'Going to College in the 
Sixties." 

FEWER PEOPLE ATTENDED 
COLLEGE 

Before student loans, fewer 
people enrolled in college 
because a degree wasn't 
as necessary to compete 
in the workforce. Less than 
half of high school gradu¬ 
ates enrolled in college in 
1960, compared with near¬ 
ly 70% in 2017, according 
to the National Centerfor 
Education Statistics. 

Back then, high school 
graduates could get jobs 
that supported a middle- 
class lifestyle. That's much 
more difficult now, says 
Sandy Baum, a nonresident 
fellow at the Center on Ed¬ 
ucation Data and Policy at 
the Urban Institute, a non- 


pected to rebound this 
quarter following a slow¬ 
down during the winter. 

The Labor Department re¬ 
ported Friday that employ¬ 
ers added a solid 196,000 
jobs in March, up sharply 
from the February gain. 
Analysts saw the job gains 
asa good sign that borrow¬ 
ing and spending should 
post good gains in coming 
months. 

The overall economy, as 
measured by the gross do¬ 
mestic product, slowed to 


profit research organiza¬ 
tion. 

"It wasn't perceived as a 
national mission for people 
to go to college," Baum 
says 

S1UDENTJ OBS HELPED COV¬ 
ER EXPENSES 

Students often used a mix 
of sources to foot the bill. 
Many had family support, 
worked or got scholarships 
from local organizations or 
theircolleges 

That's how Caroline Pickens 
of McLean, Virginia, met 
college costs when she 
enrolled in 1958. Growing 
up in a middle-class fam¬ 
ily in Wichita, Kansas, the 
most affordable option 
wa s Ka nsa s State University, 
which she remembers was 
around $100 per semester 
fortuition, room and board. 
"I worked in a bank every 
summerat minimum wage, 


a modest annua I rate of 2.2 
percent in the fourth quar¬ 
ter with economists believ¬ 
ing growth slowed further 
to around 1.5 percent in the 
current quarter. But they 
are forecasting a rebound 
to around 2.3 percent GDP 
growth in the current April- 
J une quarter. 

The Fed's monthly report on 
consumer credit does not 
cover mortgages or other 
loans secured by real es¬ 
tate such as home equity 
loans.O 


which was$l an hour,"says 
Pickens, who received a 
bachelor'sdegree in history 
and secondary education 
and a master's in European 
history at Georgetown Uni¬ 
versity in Washington, D.C. 
"I needed to do that in or- 
derto pay." 

In those days, colleges a Iso 
offered "bursarjobs,"which 
were similar to the current 
fed e ra I wo rk-stud y a wa rd s. 
"It was possible to meet a 
lot of your annual college 
expenses with a summer 
job or working on cam¬ 
pus during your academic 
year,"Thelin says 
PARENTS PAID, TOO 
In the early 1960s — in the 
beginning stages of the 
federal student loan pro¬ 
gram — colleges started 
offering need-based schol¬ 
arships, grants, work-study 
and their own loans to at¬ 
tract top high school stu¬ 
dents, Thelin says. But many 
students still required finan¬ 
cial support from theirfa mi- 
lies. Dian Olson Belanger, a 
writerand historian in Rock¬ 
ville, Maryland, gota schol¬ 
arship to attend a commu¬ 
nity college in her home 
state of Minnesota before 
transferring to University of 
Minnesota Duluth. In 1962, 
she finished her bachelor's 
degree early to marry her 
high-school sweetheart, 
who was attending the 
California Institute of Tech¬ 
nology in Pasadena, Cali¬ 
fornia. Both relied on their 
parents to cover costs, 
though Belangersaysitwas 
a stretch for her family .□ 
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Difficulty Level ★ 4/08 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Large 
4 Misbehave 
9 Border on 

13 Rational 

14 Humiliation 

15 Duplicate 

16 West or Sandler 

17 “...and lead us 

not into_...” 

19 Last calendar pg. 

20 Piles 

21 Winnie-the- 
Pooh’s creator 

22 Diagram 

24 Andrew Cuomo’s 
title: abbr. 

25 Assumes a 
catcher's position 

27 On the up and up 

30 Sounds like a 
contented cat 

31 For the time 
temporarily 

33 Hoodwink 

35 Peruse 

36 Exchange 

37 Destiny 

38 “Not words to 
the impatient 

39 Babble 

40 Support one’s 
parish 

41 Approached 

43 Breathed heavily 

44 Recline 

45 Throw water over 

46 San Antonio 
tourist stop 

49 Sow 
51 Tease 

54 Unable to tell red 
from green 

56 Lay it on the 
speak bluntly 

57 Linden & 
Holbrook 

581/16 of a pound 

59 _ more; again 

60 Correct a 
manuscript 

61 Actor Ed 

62 Word of disgust 

DOWN 

1 Commanded 

2 Wrong 

3 Onyx or amethyst 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 4/8/19 


4 Fall flowers 

5 One not to be 
trusted 

6 Pat down, as soil 

7 Diamond officials 

8 Flea collar wearer 

9 On the go 

10 Sore asa_ 

11 Come find 

12 Actress Daly 

13 Downcast 

18 Surrounded by 
20 Head toppers 

23 Difficult 

24 No longer here 

25 Nimble 

26 Part of a royal 
flush 

27 Keep secret 

28 Strewing about 

29 _ max; fully 

31 Actor Garrett 

32 “Please Don’t _ 
the Daisies” 

34 Have to have 

36 Juniper or 
dogwood 

37 Swim diver’s 
flippers 

39 _ to; before 


Saturday’s Puzzle Solved 



©2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


40 Tight, as a rope 49 Adder’s sign 

42 Just about 50 Actor Rex _ 

43 Think over 52 Part of a 

45 Ballroom event foot 

46 Muscle pain 53 Flying insect 

47 Washerful 55 Dangerous 

48 want for critter 

Christmas is my 56 _ Diamond 
two front teeth...” Phillips 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist, by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Reintroduced California condors 
could roach Oregon 



For Sale By Owner: 



In thisJ une 21,2017 file photo, California condors huddle around 
a watering hole in the Ventana Wilderness east of Big Sur, Calif. 

Associated Press 


Associated ness 
MEDFORD, Ore. (AP) — A 

plan to reintroduce the 
California condor to the 
Redwood National Forest 
could mean the giant rap¬ 
tors will eventually repopu¬ 
late Oregon's Rogue Valley 
as well, a newspaper re¬ 
ported Friday. 

Northern California's Yurok 
Tribe, the National Park Ser¬ 
vice and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service recently is¬ 
sued a detailed plan for 
the re introduction in an en¬ 
vironmental impact report, 
The MailTribune reported . 
The reintroduction in Cali¬ 
fornia's Redwood National 
Forest could also lead the 
birds to return to parts of 
southern Oregon, which 
wasonce a partofthe rap¬ 
tor's historic range. 

The last condor sighting in 
Oregon was in the town of 
Dra in in 1904. 

Ihe plan, which could go 
into effect as early as next 
year, includes the caveat 
that condors would be 
listed under the federal En¬ 
dangered Species Act as 
"nonessential, experimen¬ 
tal," providing bind protec¬ 
tion but more flexibility for 
landowners than if classi¬ 
fied as endangered, be¬ 
cause it would create no 
critical habitat for condors, 
authorities said. 

If the assessment passes 
muster and release per¬ 
mits are secured, condors 
hatched at the Oregon 
Too in Portland, Oregon, 


could be in the airoverthe 
Klamath River next year, 
with planned releases of 
six birds a year over 20 
years, said liana Williams- 
Claussen, a Yurok biologist 
and tribe member. 

'We haven't had him for 
100 years," she said. 'We 
continue to dance, but 
it's very important that he 
actually comes home to 
Yurok country so he can 
directly participate in our 
ceremonies." 

Analysis during the assess¬ 
ment shows that condors 
should do well in North¬ 
ern California as well as in 
the Rogue Valley. "It's ex¬ 
pected that once they get 
there they should be able 
to do well and be able to 
use the environment and 
move around and get 
what they need. It's just a 
matter of finding the path 
there in the first place," Wil- 
liams-Claussen said. 


Ihe assessment does not 
call for any ban on lead 
bullets in Oregon, but an 
unrelated statewide ban 
on lead bullets goes into 
effect in California in July, 
said Candacelinklerofthe 
National Park Service. 

Lead ingestion from eat¬ 
ing gut piles left by hunters, 
along with poisoning from 
banned chemicals such as 
DDT, are two of the reasons 
condors landed on the en¬ 
dangered species list. 
Currently lead bullets are 
banned in condor country 
in Southern California. 
Thursday's announcement 
came more than five years 
aftera five-year study con¬ 
cluded that reintroduction 
of condors was promising 
and would expand the 
geographic scope of re¬ 
covery efforts already in 
progress in Southern Cali¬ 
fornia, the Southwest and 
Mexico.Q 
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Smoking potvs. tobacco: What science says a bout lighting up 



InthisRiday, March 29, 2019photo,a man smokes a joint at a SpleefNYC c anna-cocktail patty 
in New York. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — As more 
states make it legal to 
smoke marijuana, some 
government officials, re¬ 
searchers and others worry 
what that might mean for 
one ofthe country'sbiggest 
public health successes : 
curbing cigarette smoking, 
"though there are notable 
differences in health re¬ 
search findings on tobac¬ 
co and marijuana, the jux¬ 
taposition strikes some as 
jarring after generations of 
Americans have gotten the 
message that smoking en- 
dangers their health. 

'We're trying to stop people 
from smoking all kinds of 
things. Why do you want to 
legalize marijuana?"a New 
York City councilman, Re¬ 
publican Peter Koo, asked 
at a recent city hearing 
about the state's potential 
legalization of so-called 
recreational pot use. 
Marijuana advocates say 
there's no comparison be¬ 
tween joints and tobacco 
cigarettes. A sweeping 
federal assessment of mari¬ 
juana research found the 
lung-health risks of smoking 
weed appear "relatively 
small" and 'far lower than 
those of smoking tobacco," 
the top cause of prevent¬ 
able death in the U.S. 

Unlike for cigarettes, there's 
evidence of certain health 
benefits from marijuana, 
such as easing chronic 
pain. And marijuana can 
be used without smoking 
it. Most states now have le¬ 
gal medical pot programs; 
10 states and the District of 
Columbia have approved 
recreational use. 

'They're different products, 
and they need to be treat¬ 
ed differently," says Mason 
Tvert, a spokesman for the 
pro-legalization Marijuana 
Policy Project. 

At the same time, stud¬ 
ies have shown crossover 
between marijuana and 


tobacco use. And while 
smoking cannabis may 
be less dangerous than 
tobacco to lung health, 
pot doesn't get an entirely 
clean slate. 

Some health officials and 
anti-smoking activists also 
worry about inserting legal 
marijuana into the growing 
world of vaping, given un¬ 
certainties a bout the smok¬ 
ing alternative's long-term 
effects. 

Here's a look at the issues, 
science and perspectives: 

SMOKING POTVS TOBAC¬ 
CO 

While cigarette smoking is 
the top risk factor for lung 
cancer, some of scientific 
evidence suggests there's 
no link between marijuana 
smoking and lung cancer. 
That's according to a 2017 
federal report that round¬ 
ed up nearly two decades 
of studies on marijuana, 
research that's been lim¬ 
ited by the federal gov¬ 
ernment's classification of 
marijuana as a controlled 
substance like heroin. 

While cigarette smoking is 


a majorcause of heart dis¬ 
ease,the reportconcluded 
it's unclear whether mari¬ 
juana use isassociated with 
hea rt a tta c ks o r stro kes. 

But there's strong evidence 
linking long-term cannabis 
smoking to worse coughs 
and more frequent bouts 
of chronic bronchitis, ac¬ 
cording to the report from 
the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering and 
Medicine. 

The report also looked at 
other effects, finding a mix 
of possible risks, upsidesand 
unknowns. For example, 
the report said marijuana 
can ease chemotherapy- 
related nausea and adults' 
chronic pain butalso found 
evidence the drug is linked 
to developing schizophre¬ 
nia and getting in traffic 
crashes. 

In recent weeks, studies 
have echoed concerns 
about high-potency pot 
and psychosis and docu¬ 
mented a rise in marijuana- 
related emergency room 
visits after legalization in 
Colorado. 

Tobacco and marijuana 
use can also go together. 
Blunts — marijuana in a ci¬ 
gar wrapper that includes 
tobacco leaves — have 
gained popularity. And 
studies have found more 
cigarette smokers have 
used pot, and the other 
way around, compared to 
nonsmokers. 

'One substance reinforces 


the use of the other, and 
vie e versa, whic h c a n esc a - 
late a path to addiction," 
says Dr. Sterling McPherson, 
a University of Washington 
medical professor studying 
marijuana and tobacco 
use among teens. 

The National Academies 
report found pot use likely 
increasesthe risk of depen¬ 
dence on other substanc¬ 
es, including tobacco. 

To some public health of¬ 
ficials, it makes sense to le¬ 
galize marijuana and put 
some guard rails a round it. 
"Fortobacco, we know that 
it's inherently dangerous 
and that there is no safe 
amountoftobacco to use," 
says New York City Health 
Department drug policy 
analyst Rebecca Giglio. 
Whereas with marijuana, 
"we see this as an oppor¬ 
tunity to address the harms 
of criminalization while also 
regulating cannabis." 

But health department 
opinions vary, even within 
the same state: New York's 
Association of County 
Health Officials opposes le¬ 
galizing recreational weed. 

SO WHATABO UTVAPING ? 

Vaping — heating a solu¬ 
tion into a vapor and inhal¬ 
ing it — has been pitched 
as a safer alternative to 
smoking. 

Experts have said vaping 
pot is probably less harm¬ 
ful to the lungs than smok¬ 
ing it, though there's little 


research on the health ef¬ 
fects over time, and they 
worry about its potency 
when vaped. 

The American Lung Asso¬ 
ciation is concerned that 
vaping will ultimately prove 
damaging to lung health 
and is alarmed about a 
surge in underage e-ciga¬ 
rette use. And adding legal 
marijuana to the picture 
"only makes it a more com¬ 
plicated issue," says Erika 
Sward, an assistant vice 
president. 

Others, though, think poli¬ 
cymakers should view vap¬ 
ing as a relatively safe way 
to use pot. 

"I would say the risks are 
going to be less with that 
form of consumption," says 
Rebecca Haffajee, a Uni¬ 
versity of Michigan health 
policy professor who co¬ 
wrote a 2017 piece calling 
for recreational marijuana 
programs to allow only 
nonsmokable forms of the 
drug. 

Meanwhile, some local 
governments have ad¬ 
justed public smoking bans 
to cover both vaping and 
pot. The LosAngelesCoun- 
ty Board of Supervisors 
tweaked its prohibition just 
last month. 

TWO VIEWS 

Asa former cigarette smok¬ 
er, New Yorker Gary Smith 
is dismayed that his home 
state might OK smoking 
pot. 

He knows research hasn't 
tied smoking marijuana to 
lung cancer, which killed 
three cigarette smokers in 
his family and struck him 
20 years after he quit; he's 
been treated. But he fears 
the respiratory risks of ma ri- 
juana smoking aren't fully 
known. 

"It's crazy that the govern¬ 
ment, in orderto raise (rev¬ 
enue from) taxes, they're 
permitting people to suck 
this stuff into your lungs," 
says Smith, 78, an accoun¬ 
tant from Island Park. 

Hawaii physician and state 
Rep. Richard Creagan 
feels no less strongly about 
cigarettes. The ex-smoker 
and Democratfrom Naale- 
hu this year unsuccessfully 
proposed all but banning 
them by raising the legal 
age to 100O 
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Bennett and Belafonte among those honored at Apollo gala 


By HILLELnAUE 
Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Tony 
Bennett had few words to 
say, but many more to sing. 
Bennett was among the 
honorees Thursday night 
at "A Great Night in Har¬ 
lem," the annual fundraiser 
for the Jazz Foundation of 
America. 

Introduced by Ben Stiller to 
a capacity audience at 
the Apollo Theater, Ben¬ 
nett didn't have a speech 
prepared but was ready 
to perform. His range and 
timing sharp aseveratage 
92, Bennett crooned the 
Gershwin standard "Love is 
Here To Stay," and picked 
up the tempo for his sig¬ 
nature "I Left My Heart in 
San Francisco." He placed 
his ha nd over his hea rt, ex¬ 
tended his arms and left to 
a sound he's known for de¬ 
cades— warm and lasting 
applause. 

It was a night of celebra¬ 
tion, mourning, protest and 
affirmation, all tied to the 
anniversary of the death 
of Rev. Martin King Jr., as¬ 
sassinated on April 4, 1968. 
Bennett and fellow lifetime 
achievement award win¬ 
ner Harry Belafonte both 
knew King well, as did 


civil rights activist Andrew 
Young, who stood in forthe 
92-year-old Belafonte and 
recalled how much King 
relied on his input and how 
much Belafonte contribut¬ 
ed financially and through 
his connections to the en¬ 
tertainment world. 

Without Belafonte, Young 
said, "we might not have 
even had a movement." 

A Belafonte friend and dis¬ 
ciple, actor Danny Glov¬ 
er was one of the night's 
hosts, and he introduced 
a speaker not previously 
billed — Sen. Bemie Sand¬ 
ers, the Vermont indepen¬ 
dent and candidate forthe 
Democratic Party's presi¬ 
dential nomination in 2020. 
Greeted enthusiastically 
by a capacity audience 
at the Apollo, Sanders cit¬ 
ed a part of King's legacy 
thattied in with the working 
class themes of his cam¬ 
paign: King had been killed 
while supporting striking 
sanitation workers in Mem¬ 
phis, Tennessee. 

Other anniversaries were 
noted on Thursday, includ¬ 
ing what would have been 
the 80th birthday of the 
South African musician and 
activist Hugh Masekela, 
who died last year. Two of 


Iron Maiden singer 
made honorary citizen of 
Bosnia'sc a pita I 


By ELDAR EMRIC 
Associated ness 
SARAJ EVO, Bosnia-Her¬ 
zegovina (AP) — Bosnia's 
capital city made Iron 
Maiden lead singer Bruce 
Dickinson an honorary citi¬ 
zen Saturday for a concert 
he performed while Saraje¬ 
vo was under siege during 
the 1992-95 wa r. 

Mayor Abdula h Skaka 
presented the award at 
a ceremony in Sarajevo 
City Hall, which was badly 
damaged during the long 
Bosnian Serb siege of the 
city and since restored. 

'The arrival of Mr. Dickin¬ 
son in Sarajevo in 1994 was 
one of those moments that 
made us in Sarajevo realize 
that we will survive, that the 
city of Sa rajevo will survive, 
that Bosnia-Herzegovina 


will survive,"said Skaka. 
Saturday was Sarajevo 
Day, which marks the 
city's 1945 liberation during 
World War II and the start 
in 1992 of the Bosnian Serb 
siege that killed more than 
11,000 people, including 
1,600 children. 

Dickinson, who also walked 
through the city center 
greeting people and sign¬ 
ing autographs, said that 
"it'sa great honorto be giv¬ 
en the honorary citizenship 
of Sarajevo." 

"In a world where things 
only last for about five 
seconds on social media 
... people are still remem¬ 
bering it. That's really quite 
something," he told The As¬ 
sociated Press. 'This is a bril¬ 
liant day, a lovely day and 
it's great to be back.'Q 



Tony Bennett perlbims onstage atthe J azz Foundation of Amer¬ 
ica's 17th annual "A Great Night In Ha item" gala conceit atthe 
Apollo Theater on Thursday, April 4, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


hischildren spoke on hisbe- 
half and some of his former 
band mates performed his 
hit 'Grazing in the Grass," 


recorded just weeks before 
King's death and released 
a month after. 

With Quincy J ones seated 


in the front row, and called 
out by numerous perform¬ 
ers, the music spanned a 
range of styles and genres 
worthy of Jones himself. 
The Count Basie Orches¬ 
tra, for whom J ones wrote 
and arranged in the 1950s 
and '60s, played big band 
jazz. There was rap from 
Common and his super¬ 
group, August Greene; 
punk from Patti Smith and 
a tap dance-jazz duet 
between Savion Glover 
and Patience Higgins. The 
night ended with a blues 
jam featuring Sweet Geor¬ 
gia Brown on vocals and 
a black-hatted Bruce Willis 
on harp, and Danny Glover 
leading a sing-a-long of Be¬ 
la fonte's signature "Day-0 
(The Banana Boat Song)," 
calling out"DaaaaayO!"to 
the rafters and beyond .□ 
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'Shazam!' debuts with $53.5M, handing DC Comics another win 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated FYess 
NEW YORK (AP) — Seven 
films in, the DC Extended 
Universe is fina lly flying with 
some wind behind itsback. 
"The well-reviewed, rela¬ 
tively modestly budgeted 
'Shazam!" debuted with 
$53.5 million in ticket sales 
over the weekend, ac¬ 
cording to studio estimates 
Sunday, handing DC its lat¬ 
est critical and box-office 
success. 


Though one of the old¬ 
est characters in DC's su¬ 
perhero stable, 'Shazam!" 
doesn't boast the name- 
recognition of Batman or 
Superman. But by scaling 
backto a $100 million bud¬ 
get and going for the light¬ 
er, comic tone, 'Shazam!" 
steadily built up its word of 
mouth with stellar reviews 
Warner Bros, also showed 
the film nationwide two 
weeks before opening, 
where it made $3 million in 
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This image released by Warner Bros, shows Zachary Levi, left and Jack Dylan Giazer in a scene 
from "Shazam!" 

Associated Press 


advance screenings. 
'5hazam!" came out well 
ahead of the weekend's 
othertop draw, "PetSema- 
tary." Paramount Pictures' 
remake of the original 1989 
Stephen King adaptation 
opened in a distant second 
with $25 million. It's a solid 
start for "Pet Sematary," 
though far from the haul 
thatthe last big-screen ad¬ 
aptation of King's conjured 
up: "It" opened with $123.4 
million in 2017. 

Last week's top film, 
"Dumbo," slid steeply in its 
second week. Landing in 
third, the Disney live-action 
remake dropped 60% with 
$18.2 million. 

Pitched as "'Big' meets Su¬ 
perman,'" 'Shazam!" stars 
Asher Angel as Billy Batson, 
a teenage foster kid who 
transforms into an adult su¬ 
perhero (played by 7a ch¬ 
ary Levi). 

Jeff Goldstein, distribution 
chief at Warner Bros, said 
the studio originally fore¬ 
cast a $40 million opening. 
'That was the right num¬ 
ber for us," Goldstein said. 
'That's what we needed to 
make money on it." 

But expectations grew 
based on reviews (91% 
fresh on Rotten Tomatoes) 
and audience reaction (an 
"A" Cinemascore). The PG- 
13-rated film attracted an 
especially young crowd; 
45%were under25. 

The result further validated 
DC's pivot following the 
disappointments of Sck 


Snyder's "Batman v Super¬ 
man" and David Ayer's "Sui¬ 
cide Squad." Warner Bros 
has since steered its comic 
book adaptions in a differ¬ 
ent direction, leaning more 
on stand-alone entries less 
predicated on the overall 
"universe" and more fluctu¬ 
ating in tone. 

Earlier in the week, Warner 
Bros, also teased the DC re¬ 
lease 'J oker," with J oaquin 
Phoenix, at CinemaCon. 
An even smaller-budgeted 
origin story with a similarly 
unique, albeit much dark¬ 
er, tone; it was one of the 
most talked-about movies 
atthe Las Vegas event. 
"'Wonder Woman' wasreal- 
ly the sta rt of c ha ng ing the 
ship,"Goldstein said. 'When 
you look at each of these 
properties, they're all very 
different. Their approach is 
different. Their tone is dif¬ 
ferent. But here's the com¬ 
monality: All good movies, 
all well done. I think that's 
what you'll see out of DC is 
very specific approaches 
forthat property." 

Overseas, "Shazam!" 

grossed $102 million in 79 
markets, including $30.9 
million in China. 

"DC has really found its 
groove," said Paul Derga- 
rabedian, senior media an- 
alystforComscore. 'They're 
really breaking out each 
character. Shazam and the 
Joker could not two more 
different characters within 
the DC Universe. But I think 
that diversity of content is 


going to serve them well." 
Dergarabedian noted the 
two most dominant genres 
in movies right now — su¬ 
perheroes and horror — 
swamped theaters, taking 
up four of the top five spots 
at the box office. The stiff 
competition in similar-styled 
holdovers could have 
slightly depressed results 
forboth 'Shazam!"and "Pet 
Sematary." But right now, 
there is little room on the 
calendar between major 
comic book films and hor- 
rorre leases. 

In fourth wasj ordan Peele's 
horror thriller "Us," which 
added $13.8 million in its 
third week. Its cumula¬ 
tive global total stands at 
$216.6 million. 

Marvel's Brie Larson-led 
'Captain Marvel,"which re¬ 
cently crossed $1 billion in 
worldwide ticket sales, took 
in $12.7 million domestically 
in its fifth weekend. Cap¬ 
tain Marvel, ironically, was 
Shazam's original name 
when the character was 
first crafted, as a Super¬ 
man knockoff, in 1939. He 
was relaunched in 1973 as 
Shazam after decades of 
lawsuits and the debut of 
Marvel's own Captain Mar¬ 
vel. 

The weekend's other wide- 
release newcomer was 
SIX Entertainment's "Best 
of Enemies," starring Taraji 
P. Henson as a civil rights 
activist and Sam Rockwell 
as a Ku Klux Klan leader. It 
opened with $4.5 million.Q 
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Crazy Fish 


loin Bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondays! 

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360' views of 
the crystal dear ocean. Open daily from 7.30am 
till midnight, mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondays for the delicious fresh fish dishes the 
chef at Bugaloe serves up. 


Crazy Fish Monday! (after 5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14, 
Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper Fillet $20. Fresher than 
fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. Caught in 
the morning, served at night... That's the Bugaloe way! 

In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly 
line up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from 
S-6pm and 10*11pm. Follow your tapping feet down 
to the music where smiles and fun await you! 

Reservations are recommended. 


Located at De Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T: (+297) 586-2233 info@bugaloe.com www.Bugabe.com *1 


tripadvisor 


Henson, Ha did give emotional nemaiks at Variety honors 


NEW YORK (AP) — Taraji P. 
Henson teaned up as she 
discussed suicide rates 
among young black peo¬ 
ple. Gigi Hadid did the 
same as she spoke about 
the fate of the Rohingya 
people in refugee camps 
in Bangladesh. 

"fhe two were among five 
celebrities honored Friday 
for their philanthropic work 
at Variety's annual Power 
of Women event in New 
York. 

Bette Midlerspoke passion¬ 
ately about her restoration 
work cleaning up neigh¬ 
borhoods in New York City 
through the organization 
she founded in 1995. Singer 
Kacey Musgraves talked 
about the importance of 
arts education for young 
people, particularly music. 
And journalist Christiane 
Amanpour evoked the 
grave dangers faced by 
reportersuncovering truths 
around the world, and es¬ 
pecially decried the use of 
the term 'fake news" as a 


weapon against journalists. 
"Increasingly we are in a 
war from within our own 
democratic societies 
where we are bludgeoned 
over the head day after 
day by this untruthful trope 
of fake news. It is very, very 
difficult to keep going," she 
said. 

Honored for her work with 
the Committee to Pro¬ 
tect J ouma lists, Amanpour 
made a note of praising 
J acinda Ardem, prime min¬ 
ister of New Zfealand, for 
her leadership in the wake 
of the recent massshooting 
in Christchurch in which 50 
people died. 

"Out of the most brutal and 
unspeakable tragedy, she 
rose to the occasion like 
I've seen very few world 
leaders do," she said of Ar¬ 
dem. 'That's power." 

The annual event was host¬ 
ed by comedian Michelle 
Wolf, who riffed on recent 
news stories like the college 
admissions scandal and 
accusations of unwanted 



New York presented by Lifetime at Cipriani 42nd Street on Fri¬ 
day, April 5, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


Also appearing at the 
event were several accus¬ 
ers of R&amp;B star R. Kelly 
who had participated in 
the Lifetime documenta¬ 
ry "Surviving R. Kelly." Lisa 
Van Allen, Asante McGee 
and Kitti Jones received a 
standing ovation from the 
crowd. 

Hadid, introduced by J im- 
my Fallon, was honored for 
her work with UNICEF. The 
23-year-old supermodel 
spoke not only about her 
experience in Bangladesh 
visiting Rohingya refugees 
from Myanmar, but her use 
of social media as a force 
forgood. 

"I feel resentment toward 
social media at times, but 
as I documented my trip 
with UNICEF, I understood 
the true value: someone is 
listening,"she said. 

'We cannot let the nega¬ 
tive comments, the bad en¬ 
ergy, and false assumptions 
of us keep us from doing 
the good we know we can 
do with ourplatforms.'0 
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Big Pilot's Watch Edition 
"Le Petit Prince". Ref. 5010: The little 
prince tells the pilot he will give him 
a friendly laugh from the countless 
stars in the night sky. The sight this 
watch inspires similar sentiments, for 
every single detail is a joy to behold. 
The timepiece is not only an imposing 
46 millimetres in diameter but also 
impresses with classic elegance that 
sets off the midnight blue dial to perfect 
advantage. Technical perfection, on the 
other hand, is guaranteed by the IWC- 
manutactured 52110-calibre movement 


with its seven-day power reserve. 
Time enough to forget time and follow 
the dream-like journey of the little 
prince. ewe. engineered for men. 

Mechanical IWG-manufactured movement 
521 to calibre - Pellaton automatic winding - 
7-day power reserve ■ Power reserve display - 
Date display ■ Central hacking seconds ■ 

Soft-iron inner case for protection against 
magnetic fields - Screw-in crown - Sapphire 
glass, convex, ant inflective coating on both 
sides ■ Specia! back engraving ■ Water-resistant 
S bar ■ Diameter 46.2 mm ■ Stainless steel - 
Calfskin strap by Santoni 


Shiva's 

LG. Smiin 0ivti, uS4 s Royal Plaza Mafi. Dfan|estad. Afufea 
LG. Smith Blvd. PaSn Beach Raza Mall, Palm Baacm, Aruba 

T-SJ: (297) 583-4077 ■ Fax: (297) 582-6791 
E-mail. 
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